Honeybee on Japanese Flowering
Apricot- ©Photo by Elie Rogers

Oh
month when we have to do everything.
Yikes!

my gosh, itds Ap

How did your hives come through the
winter? Do you have your replacements
yet? Do your surviving bees have a mite
|l oad? What about
forget all the downers and enjoy the
miracle of spring. | absolutely love
watching everything bloom. Itis also the
nicest time to work bees. The bees are
nicer, sweat doesnbd
whole world is filled with the optimism of
spring and everything seems new and
clean.

h

Every one of us has resolved to be a
better beekeeper. Try to limit your regular
per hive inspections to no more than 15
minutes (with fewer than 5 minutes per
hive as the goal). Try to not wear your
gloves (always wear your veil). Your
hands can manipulate the hive much more
gracefully. | dm a
Most slow and steady with surety and
confidence. The qu
whether you smoke too much or too little,
itds whether you
the right place. Do you listen to the noise
the bees make? What mood is the hive
in? What story are they trying to tell you?

| did pretty well over the winter, certainly
better than the | as
got a bunch of strong hives, a few that
barely survived the winter (now
supplemented by a new queen and a 3
pound package) and
brand new (new queen and a 3 pound
package). | also initiated two new out
yards in Takoma Par
nervous about putting bees in someone
el seds yard. It ta
getting used to. P
until a few months have passed, if the
relationship is going to work. Human
relationships and humans adjusting as, of
course, the bees could care less.

New Yards

Once you already have your replacement
bees and added a few colonies more for

smoke
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ri | geowth, hafilsyquestionichaskis whese t h e
are you going to put them. This is more
than an academic discus¢g
worked pollination contracts in years and
years and donot
down a hive, | have no intention of moving
it again, certainly not until the weather
cBof Britte Bterend oPsbring. ORck thes
decision has been made that this is the
place, the hives are going to stay there all
season. I dondt make t
lightly.
t coat your brow, the

I wondt discuss the

which direction to face the front of the

hive. As webdbve discuss

they seem to me to be secondary

considerations for us suburban bee -

keepers. The critical questions are about

humans issues. The location has to be

accessible to you, the beekeeper. You

need to be able to access the colony easily

during every type of weather. It also

needs to be pretty darn close to where you
K1 U tae gohl th Bxtra@t hdhe 8rSfor $ollr out

yards, pretty close to where you can pull
estiygpn tinsen Gty yreal | yat
do hills or stairs while carrying 80 pound
déebs filil 6 Rondy.i Nb thhink ol v&§ |

much.

i ve

S un

my s €

n

At the same time the hives should be out
of the way. We donoét |
bees sting. Are there fenced animals?
t ¢ Ddd th&€nei§hbor Ikeetdwalk barefoot 0 v e
through their clover fields? What about
kids, especially 8 to 12 year old boys? Do
the neighbors have a lot of outdoor
S 0 Meparthied B IheAsErBniB® Y busheef to think
about the beesd6 flight
going to fly over the patio? Think long and
hhr® dhouBpbot¥ 8nd Aot tubs.
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| bad some hivek fouasséason \gith @ n d
family in Sitver Spding. They haxl a mice ,
garden and enjoyed the bees. They were
both artists. After a little while the bees
got really nasty. | was about to requeen
when | noticed an inordinate number of
sticks around ... a telltale sign of bees
greatestenemy T young boys. | moved
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UPCOMING EVENTS:

JOIN US FOR THE MONTHLY MEET-

MCBA meets on the second
Wednesday of each month.

NPedn@sdd) Abril St 7238 Bm
Brookside Nature Center
nL400 lenallam Avenge o r
Wheaton, MD

ed those before
Dates to Remember

MCBA Shortcourse

Field Days April 5th and 12th;4pm
Brookside Nature Center

**Please park at Brookside Gardeng
and take the path over to the Naturg
Center

and

EAS 2008

aShortteudise arid€Conférended n 0 t
August 43, 2008

Murray State University, Murray,
Kentucky
www.easternapiculture.org

ike to admit it but
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BEEHIVES WANTED

POTOMAC FARM MARKET,
April 9th MCBA Meeting L.L.C. Is looking for a
beekeeper to keep bees on
their farm in Poolesville,

7:30 pm at Brookside Nature Center MD. If you are interested

1400 Glenallan Avenue, Wheaton, MD in this opportunity, contact
Steve Magassy at

Reversing - When, Why, How

birddoglic@yahoo.com
(240) 876  -7080

BEEKEEPER NEEDED FOR SHORT BEE  -TALK

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, P.C. is looking for a beekeeper
to do a short presentation on the importance of bees to humanity,
and to pass the honey bottle. This would be one of

several activities in honor of Earth Day. The loca- B .
tion is on K Street, Washington, DC. If you are in- q Questions Wanted
terested, contact Soraya Howard at \ The Honeypot would like
Showard@wsar.com or 202 -973 -8831 to start a new column
called ASK A BEEKEEPER.
Is there a question or topic
that you would like to see addressed?
2008 MCBA DIRECTORY IN THE WORKS Experienced beekeepers, is there a
The new edition of the MCBA Membership directory is in the management technique you would like
works! It will be published at the end of April. to be discussed?

Dondét be left out! I'f yo Send youdre ques
Membership Dues, no one will be able to find you!

Donét stay lost, rej askabeekeeper@comcast.net

JI' M FRASEROGS

HIGHLAND HONEY & APIARIES
NUCS FOR SALE

Honeyfield Apiary
QUALITY NUCS FOR OVER 18 YEARS
COMPLETE NUTO-GO $85.00

The nucs will consist of three frames of

0 ONE WAY6 NUC BOXES. ONE TRI P Pllddrawn comb and one frame of started foun-
EXCHANGE ) .
FOUR FRAME NUC WITH A NEW LAYING MARKED QUEEN dation, lots of bees and a mated, laying,

$45.00 Deposit per nuc is required within 10 days marked Italian Queen.
of placing your order. Please specify frame size. - .
We will call you when your nuc is ready for pickup A deposit is required.

(APRIL, MAY, JUNE) For details contact Jim Fraser

WHEN YOU GET YOUR BEES HOME, YOU 'Ifraser7l@2a0|_com
INSTALL THEM IN YOUR EQUIPMENT.

A SHORT INSTRUCTION CLASS WILL BE GIVEN WHEN 301.518.9678 (mobile)
YOU PICK UP YOUR NUC. ) o
CALL OR E -MAIL NOW FOR 2008 NUC RESERVATIONS. Highland Honey & Apiaries

Certified Master Beekeepers BILL AND NANCY TROUP 24228 Club View Drive
301-223-9662 .
10618 HONEYFIELD ROAD, WILLIAMSPORT, MD 21795 Gaithersburg, MD 20882
E-MAIL ;. honeyfield -apiary@hotmail.com

WE CARRY A FULL INVENTORY OF EQUIPMENT FOR ALL
YOUR BEEKEEPING NEED S
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A swarm in May is worth a load of hay.
A swarm in June is worth a silver spoon.

A swarm in July isndt worth

So, what are March swarms worth?

Having learned beekeeping in an area where
peak swarming season was between April 15 and May 15,
you can imagine my reaction when on March 9 | noticed
an awful lot of bees flying around a privet bush. Looking
inside the bush, | found a
called my wife Mary over to look at the swarm, but her
attention was drawn to a large lump in one of the pear
trees. Clearly these Southern bees were in full swarm
mode in early March, and | had been way late in starting
my swarm prevention measures. Fortunately, | enjoy
swarm catching and these two swarms were reasonably
easy to catch. | also had a fair amount of spare gear
since | had some dead -out hives last year, so setting up
new homes for the swarms was an easy task.

| teach the Wi regrass
iWel come to Beekeepingo
was the field day when we work the club hives. When we
went to the hives, the first thing we noticed was one of
the hives was a lot more active than the others. That
activity increased, and it was soon apparent that for the
first time in my beekeeping career, | was watching a hive
swarm. This swarm landed in a small tree at an accessi-
ble height and right next to the apiary, and | thought we
could include a swarm catch demonstration as part of the
field day. |figured | would let the swarm settle down

Stepl-Find a swarm

a

bi

g

B e e k grioeR Bush vas Arfothe? GobdA t LsRét @warm. This one
COoUT s e wasaldb@dn elsy Eatch, &nbl Rab tak@rPt§ its he® Rive.

Step2-Catch a swarm

Photos © Bill Miller

while we did our main program, and then we would catch
the swarm at the end. However, this swarm had other
fdgag. A few minutes into the field day program, the air
filed with bees again. It was the swarm, only this time
they were flying back into their original hive. My guess is
that they had started off without the queen.

We finished our field day program, and the work
week began anew. However, | did get a call from Mary
yesterday. She had (successful) eye surgery last week,
but had been basically grounded for the first week there-
afterW Ridryold a taié Bf Adw alMhar MBstet Garddnér - '
friends had come over for a surprise lunch to cheer her
up. Midway through the lunch, another hive let loose a
swarm. The Master Gardener ladies had panicked and
they had jumped into the swimming pool (fully dressed)
to escape the flying mass of bees.

Mary tells good stories. When | got home, |
|l earned that only one of
the time, and when the swarm came they had both sim-
ply adjourned to the screened porch. Hanging from a

Mar y §

So, now my colony count has been replenished,
and | am almost out of spare beekeeping equipment.
Swarms may be fun to catch, and the adventures always
make for good stories, but remember swarms out of kept
colonies are bad. You should always treat a swarm out of
one of your colonies as a minor embarrassment.

Keep up your swarm prevention efforts.

Step3- Hive a swarm

For those of you unlucky enough to have missed the March
meeting of the MCBA, | will skip the boring stuff and dive
right in to the main event. Toni Burnham was kind enough
to cook up for us not once, but twice, a veritable feast for
the eyes and pallet. She had everything ready for the Feb-
ruary meeting, and then was cancelled due to weather con-
ditions. She was kind enough to reprise her menu for
March.

Toni first gave some tips on cooking with honey. Her
thought is that it is easier to start with a recipe that uses
honey to begin with than to try to convert a recipe that uses
other sweeteners to honey. Also getting the balance be-

Honey Front and Center a Delicious Sueo@ssh meeting minutes by Mary Fendrick

tween salty, sweet, hot and sour right is very important to

the success of any dish. She brought many courses with her
for us to sample; from muffins to main courses, and they
were all delicious. Toni kindly posted her recipes on the
beekeepers yahoo group. I f
can visit the group here:
pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/beekeepetr/

you

Jim Fraser came to the meeting armed with his blender so
we all enjoyed honey smoothies and several club members
also brought food made with honey to share as well. | think
it is fair to say that everyone went home sated.

have



