. = ~ NovemBEROO7
P resi d en t 0 S I\TIU9C6MIQG‘|§VENTS:
By David Bernard .

Wow, have we been treated with a warm month of October! Unfortunately, the lack
of rain |imited fall nectar flows, so if not
or began supplemental feeding, beware! The prolonged warm weather may have §I8Qn Us FOrR THE MONTHLY MEEFING
protected the procrastinators amongst us who were late applying fall mite treatments;

me included. Now that the weather is becoming more seasonally appropriate, |&#€BA meets on the second

hope that wedve adequately prepar ed Wednesdahofeacemontf. or wi
survival rates and look forward to a product spring.

MSBA Fall Meeting
As we turn from the active hive management season, the opportunity arises to exydoeenber 10th 9am

some of the side items and areas of interest to beekeepers. One such area is wit#®é Building

do with all that cappings wax and maybe some of that old bur comb you scraped¥§fHarry S. Truman Parkway

and saved this past bee season. A number of years ago, we demonstrated how f&'AfgRES: Maryland

dipped candles and another hands on meeting ma_king lip balms and hand Créamgay Products Made Simply and
with the beeswax. This month weol Ime)g?)é?,@,&ywi@ngeﬁ};,:ﬁgcheFl sc
Maryland, who will teach some of his tips and techniques for making molded canid®@ember 14th 7:30 pm

and beeswax ornaments. For those that have not seen these items, Jerry does @rookside Nature Center

beautiful job creating attractive and interesting beeswax Christmas ornaments usk§9 Glenallan Avenue

amongst other things, ceramic limited edition cookie molds. It should be a fun aM{®aton. MD

interesting presentation and | 0m sur,\&:BAtHg"ga)t/Dinﬁeyp%r{yyone
on how they too could use their surplus wax to create attractive and marketable \yednesday December 12th

products! El Golfo Restaurant

Next month, we will hold our annual holiday dinner meeting in lieu of our normal 8.739 Flower SUERE

. oD . ver Spring, MD 20901
monthly meeting, so look for those details inside this newsletter! Thanks to Mary]?’len
Kirkpatrick, Mary Fendrick, and others who are doing all of the organizing and

planning for the dinner meeting. It sounds like a great time is in the works!!!

Bylaws: Come heck or high water, | intend to publish bylaws in the next newsletter! INSIDE THIS ISSUE
In fits and starts, weodve been wor ki|lMGWOBKE t hes &2 flor
come to present them to the membership. The bylaws are 98% complete, concidesyekiousVax MoTH 3
thorough and will serve the organization well for future stability, sustainability and
growth. The bylaw committee completed their assignment this past winter/spring
and the byl aws have been in my han ds|NAPPGIUVENOTES, e 1 .
committee (V.P., Treasurer and Secr eltHagyBeHoudao g & o|v
come up with a couple of concerns that we are addressing prior to distributing the noTicEs\WD MARKETPLACE?
final draft to the membership. As the club moves forward, there are provisions forj EIIOeNE RECIPE 5
bylaws to be revised, amended and tweaked to address unforeseen circumstances an
needs. However, my intent is to provide a concise workable document that the |EPITORIAL
membership will endorse and implement without the need for major revisions, LETTERROMTHESOUTH 9
infighting or absconding. Stay tuned. MCBA SUTTERBUGS 10
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HIVEWORKSlovember in the Bee Yard by George Meyer

AEveryone complains about the weather but no one doe
Sugar Syrup

With this crazy weather, it is really hard to predict what we are going to need to do to keep our bees alive. For sure, tr
bees are a lot more active than normal for this time of year. More activity means more honey consumption in the hive.
The honey storage estimates we did in early September may no longer be accurate. This means that we should (ever
dondt want to) consider doing some extra feeding.

I want to add my two cents about a common myt h. Col
really cold the bees are inactive and dondét need to
but this still requires less energy than they use to support regular hive activity. Honey consumption this October is hig
than if it had been 30 degrees all month. When the queen starts laying eggs for the spring, this formula changes. Sin
the bees have to spread out to keep the brood warm, a cold snap in March will result in a high rate of honey consumpit
However, this is neither here nor thereée

My personal sugar feeding plan is not going to alter (which will be finished in a week or two), other than to do a weight
check sometime in January. I have an extremelyalynac
heavy and hard to |ift, | dond6t worry about it. | f
randomly assigned to the nfeexstentorteriainot feedod group

Mouse guards and Front Entrances

Staple mouse guards over hive entrances. As | mentioned last month, | use % inch hardware cloth strips cut to size. -
holes are too small for a mouse to sneak in, but plenty large for bees to have unrestricted access. Some peaople prefe
entrance reducers. That is all well and good, but d
drafty location, an entrance reducer sounds like a good idea to reduce chillingltvatigh moving the hive sounds

like a better plan!

Since we are considering the entrances to our hives, | will bring up carpet tacks. Carpet tacks are those strigs of wooc
have little nails in them that hold carpet in place. They are cheap and readily available at any hardware store. Many ¢
hives are in places where opossums, skunks, raccoons and whatnot are plentiful. The skunk will scratch on the front
hive every night and eat any bees that come out to investigate. In the end, we get a weaker hive that is realMyaggress
solution is to put carpet tacks on the front entrance so that when the skunk puts his paw he gets a boo boo. Just a

t hought é

On another subject, |l et me echo the predictioné the
know it or not. Learn to identify it. We will need to learn together how to manage, treat, Integrated Pest Management
(I'PM), or work around it. What | 6ve read so far is
long as we maintain strong colonies. Hive beetles in the honey house is another matter entirely as they can destroy a
as its waiting to be extracted. |l &m going to have t
The only chemical treatment is to treat the ground around the hive and/or use Checkmite again.

Wax moth and my attempts to cause trouble

Please double check your stored comb for wax moth infestations. Normally the cool fall weather retards the wax moth
This year is, well, different. | caught a major problem just in time. If | had let it go another week, | would have lost a
significant amount of drawn comb. Check your comb n
different perspective on this persistent creature, see the article following this one!)

Many of us have treated for Nosema. I dondét know wh
shoul d. | 6ve never treated for Nosema and never had
becomes a problem when the bees dondét have any days
Acrappingo in the hive, which | eads to disease and e
winter stores such as honey from Gol denrod. I donét

always breaks to give plenty of cleansing flight opportunities. How long can bees go without, well,

Continued next page.
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HIVEWORKS continued.

going? 3 weeks? A month? I dondt know. |l didnot
Ohi o and | 6ve never had a probl em.

While 1 am on the subject of cold weather and causing trouble with blasphemous remarks, | have a really hard time
understanding the worry some beekeepers have over our Maryland winter clusters being able to travel between super:
winter stores. Admittedly, | may be the only one to hold this opinion. The issue is that the cluster will be so immobilize

with cold that it wondét travel the inch or two into
is certainly a valid consideration for our frieaeas i
temperatures. However, | have a hard time losing any sleep over this issue Rere io gub c a | Marvyl and.

great concern then we should invent a feeding tube that can be inserted directly into the cluster so they never have to
anywhere. (Anyone want to steal my idea and get rich?) If winter honey store location was so critical, then how do be

survive a Maine, Mi chigan, or Minnesota winter? Tha
any good wuntil its warm enough for the bees to move
The Thanksgiving Season

This is the time of year to take a really good look at our lives and realize hOJN

blessed we all are. We live in a great country, have loving family and friends,
hopefully have our health and enough wealth. | plan to celebrate the rich, |giy
and wonderful life we all live that is only enhanced through our respect and [lo\
for this hobby called beekeeping. It helps me to keep in touch with nature gl
around me, to notice the seasons,
to what they have to say, the bees will tell me what they are doing and wha
to support them. Being a beekeeper is just great.

BeeGeorge

THE GLORIOUS WAX MOTH!
Submitted by Lynn Scholz

Bring orGalleria mellonella

This year | experienced my first wax moth tragédylong with a triumph of sorts. A weak colony succumbed to the wax
moth this summer. You have to see this first hand to believe the devastation B my first experience in seven years of b
keeping. But the same destructive critter helped me out in a way | did not anticipate...

I dondot | i ke to discard used plastic foundation and
-bound frames to see if the bees will draw it out again. | also use,(only in swarm time and drawn comb shortages) Per-
macomb, the plastic fully molded honey bee cell /fram

them myself. John Seets, the US distributor of permacomb says they can be steam cleaned or power washed but that
beyond my capability.

Well... two things: | happened to leave a pile of scraped foundation/frames stacked on their sides in a dark place this
summer and | happened to stack up a bunch of spent Permacomb upright and leaning on one another creating small
spaces in between the frames and, voila! Rediscovering them during my fall cleanup,@ they had both been overwhelr
by wax moth (and earwigs). On the Permacomb, each cell had its own perfectly formed wax moth cocoon sticking out.
When | pulled the cocoons away from the plastic, both plastic foundation and Permacomb were as clean as a whistle!
Who knew?

My technique of slothful beekeeping needs further refinement because there were some spots unconsumed by the mc
but I think | can bait the frames with the dross left over from melting old wax in my solar wax melter. | can tell you from
first hand experience that this residue is a wax mot



Fear No OutreachBy Toni Burnham their observation colonies occasionally, but you can
download plans for making one for free or purchase sev-

eral kinds for less than $150.

This is the time of year when the owners of observationlt is also useful to have at least one hive body, a bottom
hives are packing them away, as temps fall and eyes tuboard, and a cover, in order to demonstrate more clearly

to colderseason topics. Though it can be a relief to confiow bees usually live. | bring along a skep for comparison,
plete the rounds of summer camps, fairs and garden clupsar purchased only for this purpose! Hive tools, veils, and
there's a special reward that will now have to wait until smokers are all great to have on hand, too.

next year: making friends for bees and for yourself in yo

. Elhally, I'd encourage you to bring along some products for
community at large. Ys gey g g p

sale, if the event permits this. Often, people who listen to
It's hard to overstate the rewards of reaching out from your presentation will want to bring a bit of bee living
within the MCBA to people who often know little and feanome, and they truly want a jar of honey, a bar of soap, or
lots about honeybees. Lately, people have been more some candles to complete their experience. If you want to
afraid of CCD than stings, providing an unusual opportuaftgr a honey tasting, make sure you have at least 2 or 3
to present bees as amazing allies. | hope to encourage people at your booth- it gets complicated and sticky!

more of us to explore and enjoy the benefits of renewed

public interest in bees: to us as individual beekeepers, to

our club, and to a healthy environment for all.

There are many ways to connect with-beekeepers, but

I'm concentrating here on public events like fairs and festi-
vals, which may be the best place for new beekeepers to
develop their presentation chops! Any event where you
might bring some bees, some gear, and perhaps some
products for sale to a booth or table, and where people
were free to approach (or not!) as individuals fits in this
category.

Who Should Participate

As hard as it might be to believe, anyone who has com-
pleted the short course can make a meaningful contribution
to a fair or festival beekeeping presentation. You usually
get 20 minutes or less of a visitor's time, and tend to face a
very short list of common questions. Remember, in a single
session of the short course you spent more than three times
that long learning about bees! If you are presenting with an
observation hive, you also have a real attentjoabber,

and readymade material about identifying bee types, the
different uses of the cells on the frame, and the activities the
bees are performing.

Participating in a fair or festival can fundamentally expand
and deepen your experience of beekeeping. You will see
the wonder you feel reflected in the faces of all kinds of
different people, you will discover how amazingly much you
know, and build even more commitment to greater bee-
keeping knowledge, and you will also get to work beside
and make connections to other beekeepers. Don't beligve
me? | participated in MCBA's booth at the Smithsoniar) EIRto from The Washington Youth Garden camp, where alf the
life Festival less than three months after installing my fifst kids started out fearing bees, and ended up pretending tq be
package of bees! | think those hives are still living in part beekeepers.

because of all | gained so early on.
- Preparing and Finding Ways to Participate
How to Participate ;J{alk to other beekeepers about the questions they field

In a festival or fair environment, people are truly drawn i . N ;
by seeing and interacting with new things and creatures St Often. These will change a bit with the location, the
son and what is in the news. Kids' groups are less likely

Therefore, | feel best if | bring an observation colony alg Gja

and have some live bees whose stories | can tell in real ! wn?gﬁ aggﬂv%gtlﬁ;ngeﬁnoﬁiﬁgg(l:(?”med about stings, adults
Several beekeepers in the club and in our area loan out y P

Continued next page.



