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With a little rain and some cooler weather the fall asters and  goldenrod are 

blooming and hopefully will produce a little nectar  giving the bees a boost into the 

fall season.  Dry years such as this  one generally correlate with decreased winter 

stores and increased  colony starvation rates around the region.  Keep an eye on 

your hives  and colony stores or better yet feed them a couple of gallons of  sugar 

syrup to give them a needed boost for winter.   A strong colony  now is your best 

chance for a good honey crop next year.  Weak  colonies going into winter are NOT 

going to be strong colonies in the  spring.  Combine weak colonies with stronger 

colonies and take your  losses now for a better next year.   

Speaking of next year, Jim Fraser and I will be talking about  planning for the future, 

as individual beekeepers and as a club at  the upcoming October MCBA meeting.  

Come and listen, participate, and  start thinking about your goals for your 

beekeeping operation and our  goals for our club.  Do you want to increase your 

number of colonies,  decrease colonies, produce more honey, start a pollination 

business,  produce more bees wax, market honey, sell hive products at fairs and  craft 

festivals, or become a full time soap maker?  Personally I've  always dreamed of 

starting a bee equipment production business,  building bee equipment and selling 

locally.    Whatever your goals,  start the planning process now!  Jim will lead the 

discussion and give ideas and suggestions for things that you need to think about to  

help you reach your goals. 

Along with our  individual plans, I'll lead a discussion on MCBA's  plans for the near 

future.  We've been working ( a little hit and  miss I'll admit) on a bylaws document, 

laying a foundation for the  future of MCBA.   Nearly complete, the bylaws document 

can serve as a  stepping stone taking the club from an unofficial  group of people 

with a shared interest to a more democratic group with officers and  elections to 

perhaps ultimately incorporating the club as a non- profit educational business.   In 

that, I'll reflect on the 3 years  since the recently departed George Imirie turned the 

club over to my  leadership.    

Three years ago I sat down and scratched out a rough  draft of ideas for the club 

and I'll compare those notes with where  we've been and listen to ideas about where 

the club needs to focus  for the future.   

Moving back to bees and beekeeping, we have a guest speaker coming next month 

to talk about waxworking, candle making and beeswax  ornaments.  In advance of 

that talk, we'll cover the process of  taking wet dripping honey cappings and cleaning 

and filtering it into  beautiful canary yellow beeswax ready to be used for candle 

making,  soaps, lip balms, and more.  I look forward to seeing you at the upcoming 

meeting!   

 Happy Beekeeping.  

The Honey Pot 

Presidentõs Notes 

By David Bernard 

David Bernard 
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Hopefully you have nothing left to do in your bee yard except to finish preparing for winter and to start dreaming about 
spring.  October is really your very last chance to do anything productive with your hives.  Any serious manipulations after 
the first couple weeks of October are really futile.    

I went through all my hives last week.  I have a bunch of sugar feeding in front of me.  Other than that, everything is in 
great shape.  In a couple out-yards I found two hives that had drone layers and two hives that had good queens, but a low 
adult population.  Following the maxim ñtake your winter losses in the fall,ò I killed the drone laying queens and com-
bined hives using the newspaper method.  Ok, I actually didnôt find one of the drone laying queens.  I could have spent 
more time looking for her, but it was getting late.  I could have come back the next day, but I didnôt have time.  Iôm betting 
the bees are smart.  I combined them anyway with about 5 sheets of newspaper to give them a little more time to get used 
to each other.  They should evaluate which is the better queen and act appropriately.  They either will or they wonôt figure 
it out, buté  Maybe they wonôt and they will die over the winter.  Maybe they will die anyway.  I did the best I could given 
the time I had and thatôs all anyone can ask.   

This month I will continue to feed the hives and put in my mouse guards.  I was speaking to someone, about mouse guards 
and they told me they didnôt have mice because they have an outdoor cat.  Hmmmm.  A mouse nest rarely destroys more 
than four or five frames.  I donôt know this for a fact, but I suspect that mice nibble all winter on bees and honey leading to 
more dead hives.  Do you really want to take a chance and lose drawn comb or hives because you didnôt spend 2 minutes 
to put on a mouse guard?  There are many kinds of mouse guards available.  I staple hardware cloth that has Ĭò holes.  I 
cut stripes wide enough and long enough to fit over the entrance.  If itôs too long, I just fold it over.   

Ok, here is something that is hard to say and hard to write.  Many of you are going to lose hives over the winter.  Maybe 
you will be lucky and I hope you are.  Maybe you are really, really good and I want to know your secrets.  The rest of us are 
going to have winter loses.  As I write this, I have about 50 hives, all in great shape.  I guarantee that I will lose hives.  Iôve 
lost hives every year since the varroa mites appeared.  Does this mean Iôm a bad beekeeper?  Have I failed my bees?  Is it all 
my fault?  The sad truth is that in todayôs world, bees and beekeepers have no end of problems.  The end result is that de-
spite our very best efforts, hives are going to die.  Not all the hives will die, but many of them.  Maryland has averaged 50% 
winter losses for years.   

I experience varying levels of emotions every time I find a dead or dying hive.  Even though I know it is all part of the 
game, it is still hard.  In the end, bees have been around a lot longer than we have.  And, I predict they will be here long 
after we are gone.  Humans have learned to cultivate and enjoy the benefits of bees and beekeeping, but we havenôt truly 
made them our own.  We try to breed a better bee, and they remain wild animals.  They are not domesticated like cats, 
dogs and cattle.  From a beekeeperôs perspective, a bee hive is just stock that can be multiplied or replaced.  I know there 
are some of us who look upon our bees as pets or even children.  If this is you, know that forewarned is forearmed.   

End of year checklist:  Do you have? 

A young productive queen? 

80 or so pounds of honey per hive? 

A low or non-existent mite load? 

Mouse guards in place? 

A good strong bee population ï maybe 40,000 or so? 

If yes -- good.  If not, well, what are you willing to do to help make sure your bees 
make it through the winter?  What can you do? 

HIVEWORKS  October in the Bee Yard           by George Meyer 
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Honey Pot Submissions   

Itõs your newsletter-  please participate!   

Submissions for the Honey Pot are due by the 

25th of each month.   

Send submissions electronically to:   

maryellenkirkpatrick@cox.net  

or by mail to: 

MCBA Newsletter 

10929 Beach Mill Road 

Great Falls, VA  22066 

Suggestions or comments? Send those along too! 

MCBA OFFICERS 

Mention crocuses and most of us think of those harbingers of 
spring that wake even before the daffodils to thrust their 
heads up through the frost.  A spring crocus in bloom never 
fails to lift winter weary spiritsð in the bees as well as the 
beekeepers, and gardeners all over the country are 
planting bulbs for these blooming treasures now.  There are 
autumn blooming varieties of crocus as well, less common 
and less well known, but just as lovely and spirit lifting as 

their spring blooming relatives.   

Crocus speciosus comes up with leaves in the spring that then 
die back.  The clear blue flowers come up though early fall 
leaf litter and open during the day on a bare stem.  Inside 
the flowers, at the base of the petals where they fuse into 
the long tube that leads to the plantsõ ovary, the blue fades 
into yellow.  The flowers close up at night, concealing the 
yellow entirely.  The bees relish these fall crocuses every bit 

as much as the spring blooming ones.   

Most crocuses are easily grown from bulbs planted in the 
fall.  Fall blooming varieties should be planted earlier in the 

season to allow them time to take root and establish the first 
year.  Crocus may also be sown from seed if you can get it, 
but it usually takes these plants three years to come into 

flower.   

Crocus sativus, from which the ripe stigmas are harvested as 
saffron is also a fall blooming species.  Saffron is often 
referred to as the most expensive spice in the world.  This 
makes perfect sense when you consider that crocuses 

typically have only three stamens in each bloom!   

The common name òAutumn Crocusó is also used to refer to 
species in the Colchicum genus that superficially resemble 
true crocuses, except Colchicum have six stamens instead of 
three.  Colchicum are in the same family as lilies and they 
are lovely blooms, but all parts of these plants are 
poisonous to humans.  They contain the compound colchicine 
which is utilized in some cancer treatments.  Colchicum 
autumnale (shown above) is also known as Meadow Saffron, 
but it would certainly be a mistake to use its stamens to 

flavor a dish!  

Bee Forage:  Fall Blooming Crocuses:  Crocus or Colchicum?   

By MaryEllen Kirkpatrick 

Honey Bee foraging in Crocus speciosus in Meadowlark Botanical 
Garden.  ©Photo by MaryEllen Kirkpatrick 

Colchicum autumnale, alboprenum, ñWhite Meadow Saffronò  in 
Meadowlark Botanical Garden  ©Photo by MaryEllen Kirkpatrick 


