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HIVEWORKS   
May in the bee yard. 

Get your supers on!  Black locust, tulip poplar, Russian olive, holly and black 
cherry are all in various stages of bloom.  Healthy colonies are ready to work!  
Stack as many supers of drawn comb on each hive as you can.  All at once.  
There is a pheromone attached to the empty comb that prompts the bees to 
get down to business and fill the pantry.  The more comb the more pheromone; 
the more incentive to forage.  If you are working from foundation however, 
add only one box at a time for the bees to draw.  Foundation does not 
provide the same chemical incentive to forage as drawn comb does.  Stacking 
boxes of foundation invites oddly drawn and misshapen comb that I refer to as 

òart comb.ó 

To keep the queen out of the supers, you can depend on a honey barrier in the 
brood nest or use a queen excluder as you see fit.  Some beekeepers donõt 
create any barrier at all and let the brood nest move up, placing the combs 
for extraction on the outsides of the boxes where the queen is not likely to lay.  
These combs are removed and replaced with empty comb as they are filled  
brood combs are placed in the center of the box.  There are many ways to 

super your colonies for honey production.  The important thing is to do it NOW. 

òA beehive of activity-ò  We have all heard the expression and this is the 
season that gave rise to it.  While the colony is working a honey flow, and 
raising young bees, you must continue to pay attention to 
hive ventilation.  Use a stick to prop the inner cover, tilt the 

Presidentôs Notes by David Bernard will return in June 

Continued on page 2 

The Honey Pot 
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Ingredients: 

1Tablespoon Extract of Ginger 

1 Tablespoon Honey 

1 Tablespoon Sugar Syrup 

Juice of 1/2 lemon 

Water or Seltzer 

Tiny Pinch of Salt 

 

 

Sugar syrup is made by simmering 1 1/2 parts sugar 

with 1part water for 3 minutes with a slice of lemon 

peel.  Combine the extract, honey, sugar syrup, lemon 

juice and salt to combine.  Pour over ice and add cold 

water or seltzer to fill the glass.   

 U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S    M A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R   

WEDNESDAY MAY 9TH MCBA MONTHLY MEETING:  7:30 PM BROOKSIDE NATURE CENTER 
 

 
 

Join us for the monthly MCBA meeting.  This month David Bernard will talk about supering strategies.  How to set 

the bees up to make the most of our nectar flow.  After the break Jim Fraser will talk about package bees and 

package bee production.   

tele-cover up so it rests on the 
edge of the inner cover, 
replace the inner cover with a 
screened inner cover, offset 

your boxes a bit, put a Bee-Cool fan on the colony- or use any combination of 
these tactics, but make sure the colony can circulate air and maintain a dry 
environment inside.  This is crucial for the health of the bees and it facilitates the 
drying out of the honey.  Except for when you are actively monitoring mite levels, 
be sure you have removed the drop board or whatever you may have had in 

place to close off the screened bottom boards. 

Provide an upper entrance for the beesõ convenience while working the flow.  Nectar foragers returning with 
their treasure will be unloaded by the hive bees up top where the nectar is to be stored.  Most of the pollen 
foragers, who unload their own treasures will continue to use the lower entrance to place their pollen into cells 
near the brood.  Upper entrances can be an exposed notch in the inner cover, or easy access to the large 
center hole in the inner cover.  Some beekeepers use the Imirie shim, a small shim with an entrance cut into it, 
while other beekeepers drill holes in the front of their boxes.  Both of these methods have their good points 

and their drawbacks. 

Now that you have supered up, provided upper entrances and properly ventilated your 
hives, do your bees a favor and keep the fast growing plants by the bottom entrance 
trimmed down so they have a clear path out.  As the weather gets warmer donõt forget the 
bees need for water either.  One last detail to keep in mind- increased brood rearing means 
increased mite rearing.  Monitor mite loads in your colonies throughout this season.  It is not so 
difficult to do a 24 hour natural drop count, and knowing what you need to prepare for next 

season is well worth the effort. 

          Eastern Apicultural Society  EAS 2007, University of Delaware  
 Newark, Delaware, August 6 -10 2007 

Summer will be here before you know it!  Donõt miss out on EAS in our neighboring state Delaware 
this yearð Next year it will be in Kentucky.  A week of lectures, workshops, vendor displays, short 
courses for beginning and advanced beekeepers and a chance to socialize and get to know other 
beekeepers that you donõt want to miss!  Visit the  EAS website  www.easternapiculture.org for more 

information on membership and registration. 

This monthõs Honey recipe is for Ginger Honey òMocktailó modified from Sarojõs Indian Cookbook 

HIVEWORKS  May in the bee yard. 

By MaryEllen Kirkpatrick     Continued from page 1 
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If you ordered package bees, your bees have been in their new home for a couple weeks now.  If you ordered a 
nuc, you are no doubt waiting for the day of their arrival with great anticipation.  If you are anything like I was in 
my first year, this time is filled with great anticipation, excitement, and nervousness.  Congratulations on starting 
a new page in your life.   

I would say that I am a Taoist at heart when it comes to beekeeping.  Taoism is an ancient Chinese philosophy 
started by Lao Tse in the 6th century.  Taoists believe that to gain true success, you should be receptive to the 
natural order of things.  Loosely speaking, this means that itôs easier to work with nature than against it.  For 
example, if it is easier to run downhill than uphill, then you should try to set up situations where you are 
running downhill more times than uphill.  Applied to 
beekeeping, this means that you will be more 
successful as a beekeeper if your management 
techniques take advantage of natural bee behavior.   

So, my first piece of advice for you is to learn as much 
about bee behavior as possible.   Read the bee books.   
Read the bee magazines.  Read this newsletter.  
Attend bee meetings at the Montgomery County 
Beekeepers Association and the Maryland State 
Beekeepers Association.  With the knowledge you 
gain, you can tailor your management tasks to take 
advantage of what the bees will do naturally.   

GOALS FOR YOUR FIRST YEAR 

If you obtained your bees from a package in April, 
then you started with a 3 pound package containing 
approximately 10,000 bees.  Assuming the package 
was installed successfully and you have a good queen 
(the normal case), your bees will lose numbers the 
first few weeks, but around the third week there will 
be a population explosion.  It takes three weeks for an 
egg that was laid by the queen to develop into a bee 
and emerge from the cell.  During this three week 
period, the older bees that were in the package will 
continue dying.  Once the new bees start emerging, there is a population explosion in the hive. 

If you are getting a nucleus hive in May, you may be starting a month later but your hive will generally have more 
bees than hives started from packages, and will not have the dwindling that package bees have.   

Regardless of whether you started with a package or a nuc, your tasks this summer remain the same.  Your goal is 
to have your bees strong and healthy going into spring next year.  To accomplish this goal, your bees need to be 
strong and healthy going into the winter.  Populations reaching 40,000 bees in December is not uncommon.   

If you are successful and your bees are strong in April next year, you will need plenty of drawn comb to give 

YEAR ONEðNEWBEES 
May 2007  WELCOME TO BEEKEEPING! 
 

By Woody Medina 

GOALS FOR YOUR FIRST YEAR 

   

Here are some goals you should set for yourself and 
your bees for your first year in beekeeping: 
 

 1.  Build up bee populations.  You will need a large 
number of healthy bees to take advantage of next 
yearôs nectar flow.  Generally speaking, the more bees 
you have in the hive, the more honey your bees will 
produce. 

 2.  Gain experience by inspecting your bees weekly.  
How will you know if your hive is healthy and strong 
or weak and small unless you have the experience to 
know the difference?  Unless you get into your hives 
on a regular basis (I suggest weekly), you wonôt gain 
the experience in time. 

 3.  Make as much drawn comb as possible.  If your 
bees are strong and healthy next May, they will want 
to store a lot of honey.  Without drawn comb, your 
bees will run out of space to store nectar and will 
swarm.  It is important to have your bees draw as 
much comb as possible during this summer. 
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them a place to store the nectar and honey.  Without this drawn comb, your bees will run out of storage space 
and they will swarm.  It would be a pity to watch a swarm leave in April while you stand helpless.  This scenario 
illustrates why drawn comb is your most valuable commodity as a beekeeper.  One of your goals for your first 
year will be to have the bees draw as much comb as possible. 

Your final goal is to gain experience.  This experience will allow you to determine when your colonies are doing 
well and when they are struggling.  The experience will also allow you to feel more comfortable working bees.  By 
seeing your hives build up this year, you will come to learn what a normal brood pattern is and what a strong, 
healthy hive looks like.  The sensation of bees crawling up your hand will at first cause a bit of nervousness, but 
with experience will not raise your heartbeat.   You will learn that although a bee sting is unpleasant, it is not 
overwhelming. 

YOUR FIRST YEAR TO-DO LIST 

By looking at your long term goals, we can turn them into short term tasks.  By following these tasks, you have 
the best possibility of attaining your long term goals of having strong, healthy hives with ample amounts of 
drawn comb. 

Task 1: Inspect your hives weekly. 

By inspecting your hives on a regular basis, you will gain the experience you need to feel comfortable around 
your bees.  Because you are starting off with a low number of bees, it will be easier for you to get started.  Regular 
inspections are also required when drawing comb (see Task 3 below).  Inspecting every week will give you time to 
recognize if your bees are preparing to swarm in time for you to do something about it.  If you inspect less 
frequently, your bees may swarm before you even know it. 

Task 2: Feed your bees with 1:1 sugar syrup continually until Labor Day. 

Although they will make honey using some of this sugar syrup, there are two other beneficial aspects that we will 
want to take advantage of.  First, it will entice the queen to continue to lay eggs throughout the summer.  This 
will help us reach our goal for high population levels 
going into the winter.  Second, it will simulate a 
nectar flow, which is the only way bees will draw 
comb.   

There will be periods during the summer when the 
bees do not take the sugar syrup.  Typically, this is 
when the bees have found a natural nectar source.  
Donôt worry if they arenôt taking it in.  Keep checking 
the feeder.  When you find the feeder low, fill it up 
again.  Donôt let the feeder get dry.   

There is another benefit of feeding throughout the 
summer.  Here in Maryland, our nectar flow is 
generally over by mid June.  In August, there is a 
dearth of nectar in our area.  Because your bees will 
not have honey stored away, they will need the sugar 
syrup to survive. 

There is one drawback of feeding continually.  You 
must be ever vigilant to make sure your bees do not 
develop the urge to swarm.  This underscores the 

NEWBEESï Welcome To Beekeeping.         continued 

FIRST YEAR TO-DOôS 

 Here are some goals you should set for yourself and 
your bees for your first year in beekeeping: 

 1. Feed continually.  Feeding will stimulate the queen 
to lay eggs, will help build up honey stores and is crucial 
in drawing comb. 

 2. Weekly Inspections.  Gain valuable experience 
about what a good healthy hive looks, check to 
determine if you need to rearrange frames or put a new 
hive body on when you are drawing comb.  Make sure 
the colony has not developed the urge to swarm. 

 3. Make drawn comb.  Drawn comb is your most 
important asset as a beekeeper.  Next spring, you will 
need at least 2 deep hive bodies (or 3 medium hive 
bodies) for the brood nest and an additional 3 to 5 
medium hive bodies for your honey supers.  Even being 
diligent, you may not succeed in drawing all those hive 
bodies, but you need to try! 
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importance of weekly inspections.  By inspecting the hive 
every seven days, you should look to make sure the queen 

has a place to lay.  If you notice that all the frames in the middle are filled with brood, take an empty frame or 
two of comb from the outer edge of the hive body and place it in the middle of the brood nest.  Note that the 
frames you place in the center of the brood nest should be empty (not packed with honey).   

Task 3: Draw comb, repeat, repeaté. 

Drawn comb is the most valuable asset you will have as a beekeeper.  Without ample quantities of drawn comb, 
your queen will run out of space to lay eggs, and your bees will run out of space to store nectar.  This will cause 
the bees to swarm next year.  During your first year, your goal should be to have the bees draw comb for 2 deep 
brood boxes (or 3 medium brood chambers if that is your liking), along with 3 to 5 medium supers to use for 
honey supers in the spring.   

Things to keep in mind when drawing comb from foundationé 

1.  You need a nectar flow.  Since our nectar flow is essentially over in mid June, you will need to 
simulate a nectar flow. This is done by feeding your bees a 1:1 sugar syrup solution.  The bees need 
to consume 8 pounds of honey to make 1 pound of wax.  By feeding the bees continually, they 
should have ample food stores to build the wax. 

2.  When drawing comb, you will always need to have TEN FRAMES of foundation in the hive body.  If 
you use fewer than ten frames, the bees will not draw it properly into comb.  Instead, they will 
build bridge comb in between the frames and will generally make a mess of things. 

3.  You can only draw out one hive body at a time.  Donôt try to add two hive bodies of foundation on 
the hive at the same time.  If you do, you will be left with 20 frames of only partially drawn comb.  
Wait until the first hive body is almost entirely drawn before you add the next hive body. 

How do you make drawn comb? 

1. Feed your bees continually with 1:1 sugar syrup to simulate a constant nectar flow.  This is crucial.  The bees 
will need this feed to stimulate their wax glands.  The bees need to consume 8 pounds of honey to make 1 
pound of wax.  By feeding the bees continually, they should have ample food stores to build the wax.    

2. Use TEN FRAMES of foundation in the hive body.  Make sure the frames are tightly mashed together in the 
center of the hive body (i.e. do not leave any spaces between the frames). 

3. Place your hive body containing foundation directly over the brood nest.  Do not use a queen excluder.  
Placement of this hive body is crucial.  It is very important that it is directly over the brood nest.  With this 
location, the bees will think they need to draw the foundation in order to give the queen a place to lay eggs. 

4. The bees will start drawing the foundation into drawn comb.  They will start by working the foundation that 
is directly above the brood nest.  The frames on the edges will generally be ignored.  Because of that, it is 
your job to rearrange the frames.  Once the frames above the brood nest have been drawn out, you can swap 
the drawn frames with frames of foundation on the outer edges of the hive body.  Keep doing this until 
almost the entire hive body is completed.  Be sure to mash the frames as tightly together as possible once you 
have rearranged them. 

5. Once the hive body is almost entirely drawn, you will be ready to start your next hive body.  Add the new 
hive body of TEN FRAMES of foundation directly over the brood nest.  This implies that you move the 
newly completed hive body above the new hive body of foundation.  

The above steps assume that you have already obtained, assembled and painted the hive bodies and you have 
assembled all the frames you will need.    It also assumes that you are inspecting your hives regularly so you know 
when to rearrange frames and/or add the next hive body of foundation. 

NEWBEES:  Welcome To Beekeeping.        continued 

Continued Page  6 

 



MC         A        Notices and Marketplace 

MCBA Bulletin Board and 
Website   

Are you on the MCBA email list?  
Our associationôs bulletin board is a 
great place to post your bee 
questions and share you experiences  
If you are not yet signed up for the 
list, email 
Beemoderator@gmail.com to be 
included.  The email list includes 
announcements of events and 
opportunities, discussions of the 
local beekeeping situation, and 
questions and answers about 
beekeeping from our local 
beekeepers   Remember to visit our 
website 

www.montgomerycountybeekeepers.
com.  If you have any ideas about 
the Website, please contact Woody 
Medina at 
wmedina@pragmatiq.com 

 

MCBA Membership Directory   

The Member Directory is available to 
be picked up at monthly MCBA 
meetings.  The majority of members 
requested that the directory not be 
distributed electronically nor posted on 
the MCBA website, so this request will 
be honored.  If a member would like to 
make a mailing that is of interest to the 
membership of the MCBA (such as 
members who sell nucs and queens), 
they may request mailing labels for 
members who have chosen to be 
included in the directory.  If a member 
does not wish to receive these mailings, 
please email Mary Fendrick at 
mary@fendrick.com with that request. 

 

University of Delaware On-line Beekeeping Course Registration Ongoing  
The University of Delawareôs popular course ñApiology and Apicultureò aka Bees and Beekeeping is taught by 

entomology professor Dr. Dewey M. Caron is now offered on-line through the University of Delawareôs distance learning 

Program, UD Online. This is a college level course covering basic bee biology with an emphasis on bee colony 

management.  The course also covers techniques for practical bee care, bee culture/stewardship and managing honey 

bees for honey products and/or crop pollination services.   There are both for-credit and non-credit self paced continuing 

education versions of the course available.  For additional information and instructions on how to enroll, please contact 

Meanie Rehberg, UD Online Program Manager at (302) 831-1079 or MelanieR@udel.edu 

IN CLOSING 

Thatôs enough to keep you busy for a while.  In next monthôs article, I will discuss the things 
you should be looking out for when you do your weekly inspections. 

Again, welcome to beekeeping!   
 

NEWBEES:  Welcome To Beekeeping.        continued 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY!  BEEVANGELISTS STILL NEEDED! 

The Julia Brown Montessori Schools, private schools in Montgomery and Howard Counties are looking for volunteers to 
come enrich their summer program.  They will be hosting a Nature Week and they would like  beekeepers to come to 
the schools and talk to the children about beekeeping.  A portable observation hive would be a plus, but lacking that, a 
show of beekeeping equipment, tools and clothing would sure to be a hit.  Nature week is the week of July 2 and volun-
teers are needed for one day at each of The Julia Brown Montessori School  locations in Olney, Silver Spring, Laurel 
and Columbia.  The children range in age from pre-kindergarten through third grade.  They are flexible about the timing.  
For the younger children programs could run perhaps 30 minutes and the older children could sit for up to an hour.  
Please contact Melissa Pasta at mpjbms@aol.com  or by phone  410-730-0992 for further information. 

Honeyfield Apiary  

  BILL and NANCY TROUP, 

Certified Master Beekeepers.   

Congratulations to the newest 

MCBA beekeepers who have 

completed the short course!   

We carry a full inventory of 

equipment for all your 

beekeeping needs.  

(301) 223 -9662   

http://www.montgomerycountybeekeepers.com/
http://www.montgomerycountybeekeepers.com/
mailto:wmedina@pragmatiq.com
mailto:mary@fendrick.com
mailto:MelanieR@udel.edu
mailto:mpjbms@aol.com
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B E E  F O R A G E    I l e x  s p e c i e s   H o l l i e s 
B y  M a r y E l l e n  K i r k p a t r i c k 

 

òHeigh-ho! Sing heigh-ho! Unto the green hollyó wrote Shakespeare in the play òAs You Like It.ó  Holly in bloom 
is certainly reason enough for the bees to sing!  The familiar Christmas evergreen provides excellent nectar 
forage for honey bees.  The abundant nectar the holly produces in its sweet scented blooms makes this plant 
hum with activity in May.   In the winter, holly is an important plant for birds that eat its berries and take shelter 

in its thick and prickly leaves. 

There are about 400 different species of holly, with diverse growth habits making them versatile for 
landscaping.  There are round holly shrubs and holly trees that grow to 75 feet tall with the traditional 
Christmas tree conical shape.  There 
columnar, variegated and small leafed 
hollies.  There are hollies with yellow berries 
in addition to the familiar red ones.  Most 
Ilexes are evergreen, but there are a few 
deciduous varieties.  Ilex verticillata or 
winterberry holly is native to the eastern 
half of North America and grows in 

wetlands.  This plant loses its 
leaves in the late fall while in 
full berry and is a very 
striking plant.  Oregon Grape 
Holly, with its elongated 
purple berries is not actually 
a holly at all, but in the 
barberry family.  Ilex opaca 
or American Holly, native to 

the eastern and central United States is a 
familiar sight in our area growing wild in the 

woodlands.  
There are native Ilex species to be found 
growing on every continent in the world 

except for Australia and Antarctica. 

Ilexes are dioecious plants, meaning that 
the male and female flowers are born on 
separate plants.  The characteristic red 
berries are produced on the female 
plants.  Hollies are coveted ornamental 
landscape plants but if there is not one 
non fruiting male plant within range, the 
female plants will not bear fruit.  Ilexes 
are bee pollinated.  The male plants 
produce a profusion of pollen but it does 
not carry well in the wind.  Hollies prefer 
moist, acidic well-drained soil, with the 
noted exception of the wetland 
winterberry holly.  Hollies donõt always 
transplant well, so purchase nursery 
grown plants in containers or balled in 

burlap.  If you are moving a wild holly, be sure to dig with a 
generous amount of space for the roots.  Hollies are relatively slow 
growing, so if you are impatient, start with a larger plant.  Plant them 

in the sun to dappled shade.  Avoid tremendously windy areas. 

Ilex opaca under a canopy of Tulip Poplar Trees 
 

Pictured above are  Ilex verticillata 

in winter and Ilex aquifolium Both 
are internet photos.   

Ilex opaca in bloom   

 


