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UPCOMING EVENTS:

Presi dent 6s Notes k

Winter weather caused us to postpone the February meeting, so we are moving {c
this month with the varietal honey tasting AND squeezing in some bee manageme
Master Beekeeper Barry Thompson will lead our honey tasting journey through ho
0

h

i

JOIN US FOR THE MONTHLY MEETING

from various regions and | dare say other continents. Bring in your most exotic h

. . . , . MARCH 14th 7:30 pm
for sharing with the membership. | have a jar or two of some really fine chestnut

Brookside Nature Center

i f youdre interested! Al so, I 611 b r{i 1400 Glenallan Ave, Wheaton, M@
can take your personally labeled jar home with you or, even better, share it with th
of the group. MCBA Short Course

7:00-9:30pm Thursday evenings
through March 29th.

Holiday Park Senior Center s
3950 Ferrara Drive, Wheaton, MD

Following our palette pleasing adventure, Jim Fraser will lead a discussion of tipg
tricks to building those real Abust ¢i
colorful description, as | can imagine a colony so crammed with bees that by remo
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the inner cover the bees bust out and spill over the edge, like the old spring snak] Field Sessions4pm Saturdays

can trick. Never had a colony 1like tharchSlstandAprill4th h
you can share the mental picture and colorful imagery next time you hear about & Brookside Nature Center
Abustero colony. 1400 Glenallan Ave, Wheaton, MD

The MCBA Short Course got off to a swift start last week at the Holiday Park Senjic gas 2007

Center. The room for the short course was large enough to handle theegfigpeeed | Short Courses and Conference
students AND the 230 people who walked in without pegistering! | was pleasanfly August 610 2007

surprised to witness the seemingly never diminishing line of people at the registrlt University of Delaware

desk. With the publication of two articles on beekeeping in the local Gazette editip NeWark, Delaware

and all of the media atten.tion on colony collapse disorder (CQD) the plight ofthelh \iONTGOMERY COUNTY FAIR
bee has been in the spotlight and has aroused some interest in certain quarters. || august 16 18, 2007

those folks who have come to the short course armed with questions and interes
most amazing insect. With large audiences it is sometimes difficult to gauge the jo MARYLAND STATE FAIR
interest . So, | was heartened t o hal' August24 September3, 2007 | g
class asking questions such as how to get bees, where to buy equipment, how dp
come in the mail, will UPS or FedEx deliver them and all of the questions that we| t
to answer in week two. Al ways | eave INSIDE THIS ISSUE |0 '

=
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Special thanks go to Mary Fendrick, Roland Steiner, Jim Fraser, Barry Thompson
Povtak, Bill and Carol Fuentevilla, Bill and Nancy Troup and Woody Medina for the
capable efforts registering the students, setting up and breaking down the room, u
ing and loading the display hives, distributing class materials, teaching the class p

NOTICE®\ND MARKETPLACEZ2-3

COLONYCRASHUPDATE 4

general having a smiling face and a warm welcome for all of the new students. N¢ | Hveworks 5
special recognition goes to Marc Hoffman for his continued efforts to unveil the ligl
A . BEEFORAGE 6
webve hidden under our bushel basket|. Il
NEWBEESYEARONE 79

HONEYRECIPE 9




UPCOMING EVENTS MARK YOUR CALENDAR
MARCH 14TH MCBA MGiLIY MEETING: 7:30 PM BROOKSIDE NATURE CENTER

Join us for the monthly MCBA meeting. Master Beekeeper Barry Thompson will talk to us about honey whilg¢ we tas
and compare a broad range of varietal honeys. Following the honey tasting, MCBA Vice President Jim Fraser will
l ead a discussion on spring management technig

Eastern Apicultural Society
EAS 2007, University of Delaware, Newark, Delaware,
August 6 -10 2007

The Eastern Apicultural Society of North America was established in 1955 with the purpose of
promoting honey bee culture, the education of beekeepers, and excellence in bee research. Every
summer, EAS conducts its annual conference in one of its 22 member States/ Provinces. About
500 people, from around the world, attend this conference every year. See EAS website
www.easternapiculture.org for more information on membership and registration

MC @A Notices and Marketplace

Membership Directory MCBA Bulletin Board and Website

The Member Directory is available to be pickedupppAr e you on the MCBA enmai l
monthly MCBA meetingsThe majority of members |bulletin board is a great place to post your bee
requested that the directamgt be distributed guestions and share you experiences If you are not yet
electronically noposted on the MCBA website, so| |signed up for the list, em@keemoderator@gmail.cpm
this request will be honoredf. a member would likgl |to be included. The email list includes

to make a mailing that is of interest to the announcements of events and opportunities,
membership of the MCBA (such as members who s$eiscussions of the local beekeeping situation, anc
nucs and queens), they may request mailing labe|ls|fquestions and answers about beekeeping from our
members who have chosen to be included in the | |local beekeepers Remember to visit our websitg
directory. If a member does not wish to receive thesguww.montgomerycountybeekeepers.dégou
mailings, please email Mary Fendrick at have any ideas about the Website, please contac
mary@fendrick.comith that request Woody Medina atvmedina@pragmatig.com

—t

UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE ONLINE BEEKEEPING COURSE

The University of Del awareds popular course fAApiology
entomology professor Dr. Dewey M. Caron is now offeredon-l i ne t hrough the University of
Program, UD Online. This is a college level course covering basic bee biology with an emphasis on bee colony
management. The course also covers techniques for practical bee care, bee culture/stewardship and managing honey
bees for honey products and/or crop pollination services. Registration is ongoing. There are both for-credit and non-
credit continuing education versions of the course available. For additional information and instructions on how to enroll,
please contact Meanie Rehberg, UD Online Program Manager at (302) 831-1079 or MelanieR@udel.edu
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Notices and Marketpzbaneded

BEEVANGELISTS WANTED!

The Julia Brown Montessori Schools, private schools in Montgomery andddaniged are looking for
volunteers to come enrich their summer progfdmy will be hosting a Nature Week and they would likg
beekeepers to come to the schools and talk to the children about beeke&gogable observation hive
would be a plus, but lacking that, a show of beekeeping equipment, tools and clothing would sure to|be a hi
Nature week ishe week of July Z2nd volunteers are needed for one day at eachrag Julia Brown
Montessoischooldpcations in Olney, Silver Spring, Laurel and Colunithia.children range in age from
pre-kindergarten through third gradelhey are flexible about the timindzor the younger children programs
could run perhaps 30 minutes and the older children could s foran hour.Please contad¥lelissa Pastal
at mpjbms@aol.cord10-730-0992 for further information.

HIGHLAI\\I]DI HI\(QNEI;F;AAF?IAI\ER?E(; ° Honeyfield Apiary Free State Bees
ONUAGS-GOO6 taking or dlﬁarct§ages Available
now.
PACKAGE BEES AND NUCS FOR . . .
) Package bees are available in early|April
. C | t eTo-®GN 4 f .
SALE ompt e’ €9 0 ' é}ré)nrﬁ3 ree State Bees in Waldorf, MD.

with new, laying, marked queen,
3# Packages of Italian Bees w/Queen | packaged in a one -way nuc box:

A 31b package with an Italian queer is

for $65 and Nucleus Hives for the [ $82.0ne trip to pick up and no $61 and a & package with a Russian
coming season for $85. The current | frame exchange or return of gueen is $64.
plan is to have packages available on | equipment! Specify deep or We also stock beekeeping equipmént
April 1, 2007 for pick up in Damascus, | medium frames when ordering. and supplies for beginners and
MD. Nucleus hives will be available | Call or e -mail orders now for the experienced beekeepers. We still have

for pick up April 20, 2007 to May 5, [2007 season. $45 deposit required
2007.All orders with deposits must be | within 10 days of placing order.
received by March 14", 2007.

local and sourwood honey for sale, {oo.
Contact Dave or Laura Polk at Z80
BILL and NANCY TROUP, Certified 0313. During March and Apr||’ the

Contact Jim Fraser for more Master Beekeepers. (301) 223 - store will be open from 9am to 2pm pn
information (301) 253-8941(home) or 9662 BEESTROUP@RCN.COM Saturdays (March 17, 24, 31, April[7
(301) 518-9678 We carry a full inventory of and 14). We're also available at other
equipment for all your beekeeping times by appointment.
needs.

Dr. Dewey Caron was honored at the Maryland State Beekeepers Meeting. MCBA sent a gift in his name to the Mann
Library for the digitization of bee books. The following is a letter from Dr. Caron to MCBA Members.

Dave, Woody, Evelyn and all the Montgomery Co Beekeepers,

THANK YOU!!I THANK YOU!!! Your gift of $100 to the Mann library for digitization of Bee
Books on my behalf is a most pleasant memory of my 40 years of getting to know and
talking/teaching bees and beekeeping to Maryland and Montgomery County beekeepers. |
am so thankful - You will be pleased to hear that | will match your donation to help speed
the process of enabling the Ilibrary to pEesefve
ever more finewd beekeepers. I do not know whlat t
as | redirect my energies with retirement from University life as a Bee Professor but it will
include bees in some form. | have many fond memories of Montgomery County beekeep-
ers from over the years; my first MD bee meeting in 1967 i the Apimondia and EAS event
-included a good number of Montgomery beekee;ller S

Coll ege Park. [ have enjoyed seeking to el p
t edve

YOU for this donation on my behalf o |

and future Maryland beekeepers.
Dewey Caron
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Colony Crash Disorde

Bv Barrv Thompson A surprising number of experienced beekeepers in more than twenty $tates
y y p
recently have been encountering| ra
a situation now termed 0Col ony Coll apse Disor|fder
specific cause.) Sltaggerltng Io§sl;1fr113)usantds %ft%olanles, |r][ GonE USTPLAINGONE NO BEESN THEHIVE NO
some commercial operations in the east and the far-west | o =c\ /NG s/GNIFICANRUMBERR DEACBEEDN
represent a palpable threat to beekeeping and to the Nortl 1,5 roUNDAROUNDTHECOLONY JUSTGONE ALL
American crops that depend upon the honey bee for OF THEMGONE IN MIDWINTER
pollination. No less distressing is the impact of losses, as
90-10 0%, on hobbyist beleikreeperd and | arger o0si ¢ge
Do we have CCD in Maryland? We dondt know. Aslf ow
numbers of colonies have died; and there are [sca
no pattern similar to that reported with CCD has been identified thus far. Any beekeeper finding unexplained
losses or hives emptied of bees will wish to contact his/ her local bee inspector or the Office of the Chief
Apiary Inspector, Jerry Fischer, at the Maryland Department of Agricultur86218464.
With the 2007 pollination season now
Symptoms of CCD (provided by the CCD Working Group) | Underway in Florida and California,
_ emergency measures have been
In collapsed colonies - | undertaken to examine samples of beep
» Complete absence of adult bees, with little or no build from dying colonies, to identify any
up of dead bees in the colonies or in front of the pathogens or Causa’tive agents that are
colonies : : present, and to recommend counter
e The presence of capped brood in colonies easures. as appropriate. A CCD
e The presence of food stores, both honey and bee bie orkin éro pirr)woﬁvin .USDA/ARS
1. which is not immediately robbed by other bees INg h ulp’.d 9
2. when attacked by hive pests (wax moth and smafPettis), the Florida Department of
hive beetle), the attack is noticeably delayed | Adriculture (Hayes), Pennsylvania State
University (Co¥oster, Frazier, Geiser apd
In cases where the colony appears to be actively collapsing Ostiguy), the Pennsylvania Department of
e An insufficient workforce to maintain the brood that Is Agriculture (vanEngelsdorp), and the tdam
present from Bee Alert, Inc. (Bromenshenk,
» The workforce seems to be made up of young adultf Henderson. Seccomb. Tarver and
_?_ﬁes : t Debnam), has begun collecting samplep
° _nequeenis presen . and arranging for pathological and
e The cluster is reluctant to consume provided feed (Suggﬁemical analyses. Viruses, bacteria, ahd
syrup and pollen supplement pesticides are among the possible cauges
being considered. A stéthal effect of
chemicals, that may result in disorientation of the foraging worker bee and a resultant inability to find her wa:
h s, that Itind tat f the f ker b d [tant inability to find
back to the colony, has been proposed. The National Honey Board and the Eastern Apicultural Sociefy have

made funds available for the conducting of initial research on CCD by the Working Group and other iftereste

parties.

MAAREC (Midtlantic Apiculture Research and Extension Consortium), of which the Maryland State
Beekeepersd Association is a member, has been
the public. You may wish to visit the webgitew.maarec.cas.psu.edu

The American Beekeeping Federation is among those national beekeeping groups that are pursuing
governmental funding for immediate and continued research into CCD and other causes of repeated
honey bees in the United States and Canada.

ncreas
osses

For more information about MAAREC see page 9.



http://www.maarec.cas.psu.edu/

HIVEWORK S4arch in the bee yard. colonies can quic_kly become co_ngested, prompting them

_ _ to begin preparations for swarming. Cull old frame
By MaryEllen Kirkpatrick that are pollen bound, damaged or oddly drawn.

Take care that you dongt s

Welcome to spring! March is a busy month in the besuch and risk losing brood to a chill. You can quickly
yard. Paying attention to details this month will go echeck to see if colonies are setting up to swarm by [tilt-
long way to keep you from being overwhelmed withing up the boxes and looking at the bottoms of the

work as the season progresses. frames. Queen cups can be easy to miss though, §nd

nothing can take the place of a thorough inspection

Colonies should all be focused on brood rearing by "
dﬁeather permitting.

now. Consider that it takes about 3 weeks for an e
to develop into an adult bee, and an adult works as @olonies that were weak going into the fall, if they

hive bee for another 3 weeks before becoming a foraave even made it through the winter, are not going to

ger. The winter bees are dying off nowandeggslalle easy to manage now t
in late February and early this month are becoming thay not survive spring dwindling with enough bees
nurse bees that will tend the brood that will becomelilegin brood rearing. Small colonies (fewer than 5

field force of May; ready to work the only heavy necframes of bees) that are free of disease and not rid}

tar flow that we can expect in dled with mites may be com-
our area. bined with strong colonies with

With an increase in brood rea gﬁgglg%zenjérgéi:(ngglg?'gz_
ing comes an increase in food 9

: stroyed in the interest of the
consumption and the tempera] ; .
ture in the nest must be main-{,+ health of the entire apiary. A

tained at about 95°F (35°C) fo| colony with no brood will not

hat
to

normal brood development. usually accept a new queen, o
This means that close attentio - :c;ﬁi%u %%?(')?qe tg trry tﬁeneur:;e a
must be paid to insure the beg ay 9 y Dy req 9,
do not run out of food and you will need to add a frame of
starve, and that the hive is ‘| young larvae from a healthy

! ““'# colony. ltis crucial to determipe

properly ventilated so that the [
increase in nest temperature
does not cause moisture prob§
lems. March is unpredictable ) ) .
weather wise. A frigid night cq; among hives in an apiary.
follow a balmy day and wreak It is a good idea to check mite
havoc in an improperly ventilated hive. Remove mdosel now on ALL colonies so you can make an inf
guards and open up entrances as the strength of theecision about a spring mite treatments. Keep ac
colony allows. Clean off the bottom boards and prodar handy. Read package directions carefully with
the telecover up a bit. When the weather stabilizes eye to how long you must wait before supering a
somewhat, open up the screened bottom boards. treated colony. This goes for anything you may us

what caused th
before making a decision abot
re-using or sharing equipment

T

med
len-
an

P to

Dondt rely on simply h eqe{itlyory@eeg mﬂuid 9 %Cgt'oné@ql&sﬁsmmed

is enough honey left to support the bees. Frames fifggHP. such as Fumagll in for Nosema, Whi
with |l ast fallds poll en?u t(?rt])ga 'C Tﬁp{ogﬁmtgiﬁ ing, lﬁ;?dldté
crucial to the hive, there are fresh sources available! YU ave ony that has ha a pro em wi
already and a minute at the hive entrance on a bal 0s € fn;]a Of r ﬂ ydsa; nter fy . do
day will confirm that the bees are busily loading up mes of honey from the deamiu t | yold
it- no matter how much of the old stuff they have sto E&ting them with Fumagillin as well.

away. Open the colonies and check that the bees hehagch is also a good time to check over your equip
the food they need, within reach. Take this opportuniignt for the coming bee season. Queens for splits

h PO
not
do

are

to rotate the hive bodies if the bees have moved ouustiially available late this month, and it will be time fto

the lower box and make sure that the queen has ro@umper mature colonies before you know it. Place o
to lay as many eggs as she can all the while her  early so you have time to get your new equipment

daughters are working as hard as they can to fill cellsuilt, painted and ready before you need it in the bge

with whatever they can forage. Space is limited and/ard.

ders
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By MaryEllen Kirkpatrick

One of the very earliest blooming of all native North %
American wildflowers, Symplocarpus Foetidus is a late il
winter source of pollen for bees foraging on mild days. F
plant is common in wet woods and swampy areas N
throughout eastern North America; from southern Quebys
North Carolina, and its common name, Skunk CabbageX
comes from the mildly putrid odor that the plant gives o
when in bloom or when the leaves, stalks or roots are
crushed or broken. Skunk cabbage is not a cabbage
relative at all, but in the Araceae family, along with A
Caladium and Anthurium lilies and the Titan Arum knows \
Big Stinky that caused such a stir with its reeking 4 foot ; v ‘ S
bloom at the National Botanic Garden in 2005. ey T A Se -

bos g oo - N A ﬂ

Symplocarpus Foetidus leaf rosette. Notice the remains of the spathe
and spadix just to the left of the leaves.

mouth. Consequently, the plants are not often eaten.
Eastern Skunk Cabbage is propagated only by seeds and
an individual plant can live nearly 100 years. Each year
the plants grow more deeply into the ground, making old
plants nearly impossible to dig out.

In western North America, the plant commonly know as
Skunk Cabbage is Lysichiton Americanus. Itis also in the
Araceae family but in a different genus than the eastern
variety. The Western Skunk Cabbage is a highly valued
garden plant for boggy and marshy areas. Their spathes
are vivid yellow, sometimes with purple streaks and they
_ are born up on fleshy stalks, away from the mud out of

Symplocarpus Foetidus blooms which they grow.

Like many other plants in the Araceae family, Skunk

Cabbage is a thermogenic, or heat producing plant. Tiny

creamy white petaless flowers cover a spongy club

shaped spike called a spadix, which is protected inside of a

hood shaped spathe; a specialized ldéde structure. The

spathe is wine red and green streaked in color. As the

spathe grows up out of the frozen ground, the spadix heats

up using oxygen to fuel a process that breaks down

starches stored in the plantds root s. The fl owers ¢

up to 96° F. The heat functions to protect the spongy plant

from freezing as well as acting to increase the dispersion of

the plantds odor as an aid to attract bees and ot her
pollinators. I n addition to rewarding itds pollinat
early pollen, the plant helps itds pollinators maint

body temperatures they require to fly.

Skunk Cabbage blooms for 12 to 14 days, after which the

spathe disintegrates and the plants leaves emerge in a

rosette resembling cabbage or lettuce. Leaves can grow as

large as 3 feet long, and while some sources consider them

omarginally edibled they contain calcium oxal ate cr\
that cause an intense burning sensation on the tongue andyysichiton Americanus Western Skunk Cabbage (internet photo)
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