
  

 

Winter weather caused us to postpone the February meeting, so we are moving forward 
this month with the varietal honey tasting AND squeezing in some bee management too!  
Master Beekeeper Barry Thompson will lead our honey tasting journey through honeys 
from various regions and I dare say other continents.  Bring in your most exotic honey 
for sharing with the membership.  I have a jar or two of some really fine chestnut honey, 
if youôre interested!  Also, Iôll bring the creamed honey that we made in January and you 
can take your personally labeled jar home with you or, even better, share it with the rest 
of the group. 

Following our palette pleasing adventure, Jim Fraser will lead a discussion of tips and 
tricks to building those real ñbusterò colonies, as Bill Troup likes to call them.  I like the 
colorful description, as I can imagine a colony so crammed with bees that by removing 
the inner cover the bees bust out and spill over the edge, like the old spring snake in a 
can trick. Never had a colony like that?  Come and hear Jimôs tips and tricks and maybe 
you can share the mental picture and colorful imagery next time you hear about a 
ñbusterò colony. 

The MCBA Short Course got off to a swift start last week at the Holiday Park Senior 
Center.  The room for the short course was large enough to handle the 56 pre-registered 
students AND the 27-30 people who walked in without pre-registering!   I was pleasantly 
surprised to witness the seemingly never diminishing line of people at the registration 
desk. With the publication of two articles on beekeeping in the local Gazette editions 
and all of the media attention on colony collapse disorder (CCD) the plight of the honey 
bee has been in the spotlight and has aroused some interest in certain quarters.  It is 
those folks who have come to the short course armed with questions and interest in our 
most amazing insect.  With large audiences it is sometimes difficult to gauge the overall 
interest.  So, I was heartened to have a mob of folks gathered óround me at the end of 
class asking questions such as how to get bees, where to buy equipment, how do they 
come in the mail, will UPS or FedEx deliver them and all of the questions that we hope 
to answer in week two.  Always leave óem wanting more. 

Special thanks go to Mary Fendrick, Roland Steiner, Jim Fraser, Barry Thompson, Dave 
Povtak, Bill and Carol Fuentevilla, Bill and Nancy Troup and Woody Medina for their 
capable efforts registering the students, setting up and breaking down the room, unload-
ing and loading the display hives, distributing class materials, teaching the class and in 
general having a smiling face and a warm welcome for all of the new students.  Notably, 
special recognition goes to Marc Hoffman for his continued efforts to unveil the light 
weôve hidden under our bushel basket.  Thanks to all of you! 

Presidentôs Notes  by David Bernard 

FEBRUARY 2007 

M O N T G O M E R Y  C O U N T Y  B EE K E E P E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N 

The Honey Pot 

MARCH 14th  7:30 pm 

Brookside Nature Center   

1400 Glenallan Ave, Wheaton, MD 

 

MCBA Short Course 

7:00-9:30pm Thursday evenings          

through March 29th. 

Holiday Park Senior Center 

3950 Ferrara Drive, Wheaton, MD 

 

Field Sessions 1-4pm Saturdays  

March 31st and April 14th  

Brookside Nature Center 

1400 Glenallan Ave, Wheaton, MD 

 

EAS 2007 

Short Courses and Conference 

August 6-10  2007 

University of Delaware 

Newark, Delaware 

 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY FAIR 

August 10ñ18, 2007 

 

MARYLAND STATE FAIR 

August 24ñSeptember 3, 2007 
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 U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  M A RK  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R   

MARCH 14TH MCBA MONTHLY MEETING:  7:30 PM BROOKSIDE NATURE CENTER 

Eastern Apicultural Society  
EAS 2007, University of Delaware, Newark, Delaware, 

August 6 -10 2007 
 

The Eastern Apicultural Society of North America was established in 1955 with the purpose of 
promoting honey bee culture, the education of beekeepers, and excellence in bee research. Every 
summer, EAS conducts its annual conference in one of its 22 member States/ Provinces. About 
500 people, from around the world, attend this conference every year.  See EAS website  

www.easternapiculture.org for more information on membership and registration 

MC         A        Notices and Marketplace 

Membership Directory   

The Member Directory is available to be picked up at 
monthly MCBA meetings.  The majority of members 
requested that the directory not be distributed 
electronically nor posted on the MCBA website, so 
this request will be honored.  If a member would like 
to make a mailing that is of interest to the 
membership of the MCBA (such as members who sell 
nucs and queens), they may request mailing labels for 
members who have chosen to be included in the 
directory.  If a member does not wish to receive these 
mailings, please email Mary Fendrick at 
mary@fendrick.com with that request 

MCBA Bulletin Board and Website   

Are you on the MCBA email list?  Our associationôs 
bulletin board is a great place to post your bee 
questions and share you experiences  If you are not yet 
signed up for the list, email Beemoderator@gmail.com 
to be included.  The email list includes 
announcements of events and opportunities, 
discussions of the local beekeeping situation, and 
questions and answers about beekeeping from our 
local beekeepers   Remember to visit our website 
www.montgomerycountybeekeepers.com.  If you 
have any ideas about the Website, please contact 
Woody Medina at wmedina@pragmatiq.com 

UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE ON-LINE BEEKEEPING COURSE 
The University of Delawareôs popular course ñApiology and Apicultureò aka Bees and Beekeeping is taught by 

entomology professor Dr. Dewey M. Caron is now offered on-line through the University of Delawareôs distance learning 

Program, UD Online. This is a college level course covering basic bee biology with an emphasis on bee colony 

management.  The course also covers techniques for practical bee care, bee culture/stewardship and managing honey 

bees for honey products and/or crop pollination services.  Registration is ongoing.  There are both for-credit and non-

credit continuing education versions of the course available.  For additional information and instructions on how to enroll, 

please contact Meanie Rehberg, UD Online Program Manager at (302) 831-1079 or MelanieR@udel.edu 

Join us for the monthly MCBA meeting.  Master Beekeeper Barry Thompson will talk to us about honey while we taste 

and compare a broad range of varietal honeys.  Following the honey tasting, MCBA Vice President Jim Fraser will 

lead a discussion on spring management techniques, òTips and Tricks for a Buster Colony.ó   

mailto:mary@fendrick.com
http://www.montgomerycountybeekeepers.com/
mailto:wmedina@pragmatiq.com
mailto:MelanieR@udel.edu
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Notices and Marketplace  continued 

JIM FRASERôS  
HIGHLAND HONEY & APIARIES  

 
PACKAGE BEES AND NUCS FOR 

SALE.   
 
3# Packages of Italian Bees w/Queen 

for $65 and Nucleus Hives for the 
coming season for $85. The current 

plan is to have packages available on 
April 1, 2007 for pick up in Damascus, 
MD.  Nucleus hives will be available 
for pick up April 20, 2007 to May 5, 

2007.All orders with deposits must be 
received by March 14

th
, 2007.   

 
Contact Jim Fraser for more 

information  (301) 253-8941(home) or 
(301) 518-9678   

 
 
 

       Honeyfield Apiary  

  òNUCS-TO-GOó taking orders 

now.  

Complete òNuc-To-Goó, 4 frames 

with new, laying, marked queen, 

packaged in a one -way nuc box:  

$82.One trip to pick up and no 

frame exchange or return of 

equipment!  Specify deep or 

medium frames when ordering. 

Call or e -mail orders now for the 

2007 season. $45 deposit required 

within 10 days of placing order.  

BILL and NANCY TROUP, Certified 

Master Beekeepers.  (301) 223 -

9662  BEESTROUP@RCN.COM 

We carry a full inventory of 

equipment for all your beekeeping 

needs.  

Free State Bees 
  Packages Available 

 

Package bees are available in early April 
from Free State Bees in Waldorf, MD.  
A 3-lb package with an Italian queen is 
$61 and a 3-lb package with a Russian 

queen is $64.   
We also stock beekeeping equipment 

and supplies for beginners and 
experienced beekeepers. We still have 

local and sourwood honey for sale, too. 
Contact Dave or Laura Polk at 301-580-

9313. During March and April, the 
store will be open from 9am to 2pm on 

Saturdays (March 17, 24, 31, April 7 
and 14). We're also available at other 

times by appointment. 

Dr. Dewey Caron was honored at the Maryland State Beekeepers Meeting.  MCBA sent a gift in his name to the Mann 

Library for the digitization of bee books.  The following is a letter from Dr. Caron to MCBA Members.   

 

 

 

BEEVANGELISTS WANTED! 

The Julia Brown Montessori Schools, private schools in Montgomery and Howard Counties are looking for 
volunteers to come enrich their summer program.  They will be hosting a Nature Week and they would like  
beekeepers to come to the schools and talk to the children about beekeeping.  A portable observation hive 
would be a plus, but lacking that, a show of beekeeping equipment, tools and clothing would sure to be a hit.  
Nature week is the week of July 2 and volunteers are needed for one day at each of The Julia Brown 
Montessori Schools, locations in Olney, Silver Spring, Laurel and Columbia.  The children range in age from 
pre-kindergarten through third grade.  They are flexible about the timing.  For the younger children programs 
could run perhaps 30 minutes and the older children could sit for up to an hour.  Please contact Melissa Pasta 

at mpjbms@aol.com  410-730-0992 for further information. 

Dave, Woody, Evelyn and all the Montgomery Co Beekeepers, 

THANK YOU!!! THANK YOU!!! Your gift of $100 to the Mann library for digitization of Bee 

Books on my behalf is a most pleasant memory of my 40 years of getting to know and 

talking/teaching bees and beekeeping to Maryland and Montgomery County beekeepers. I 

am so thankful - You will be pleased to hear that I will match your donation to help speed 

the process of enabling the library to preserve and make the ñoldò bee books available to 

ever more ñnewò beekeepers. I do not know what the next 40 years have in store for me 

as I redirect my energies with retirement from University life as a Bee Professor but it will 

include bees in some form.  I have many fond memories of Montgomery County beekeep-

ers from over the years; my first MD bee meeting in 1967 ï the Apimondia and EAS event 

- included a good number of Montgomery beekeepers since it was in your ñbackyardò at 

College Park. I have enjoyed seeking to help ómake a differenceô over the years. THANK 

YOU for this donation on my behalf to leave this fitting legacy of  ñoldò available to present 

and future Maryland beekeepers. 

       Dewey Caron 

mailto:BEESTROUP@RCN.COM
mailto:mpjbms@aol.com
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A surprising number of experienced beekeepers in more than twenty states 
recently have been encountering rapidly dwindling or òdisappearingó bees - 

a situation now termed òColony Collapse Disorderó or CCD (to reflect the current lack of understanding about a 
specific cause.) Staggering losses - thousands of colonies, in 
some commercial operations in the east and the far west - 
represent a palpable threat to beekeeping and to the North 
American crops that depend upon the honey bee for 
pollination. No less distressing is the impact of losses, as high as 

90-100%, on hobbyist beekeepers and larger òside-liners.ó 

Do we have CCD in Maryland? We donõt know. As òwinter killó is being assessed in our state, significant 
numbers of colonies have died; and there are scattered reports of òempty hivesó in some locations. Fortunately, 
no pattern similar to that reported with CCD has been identified thus far. Any beekeeper finding unexplained 
losses or hives emptied of bees will wish to contact his/ her local bee inspector or the Office of the Chief 

Apiary Inspector, Jerry Fischer, at the Maryland Department of Agriculture, 410-562-3464.  

With the 2007 pollination season now 
underway in Florida and California, 
emergency measures have been 
undertaken to examine samples of bees 
from dying colonies, to identify any 
pathogens or causative agents that are 
present, and to recommend counter-
measures, as appropriate. A CCD 
Working Group, involving USDA/ARS 
(Pettis), the Florida Department of 
Agriculture (Hayes), Pennsylvania State 
University (Cox-Foster, Frazier, Geiser and 
Ostiguy),  the Pennsylvania Department of 
Agriculture (vanEngelsdorp), and the team 
from Bee Alert, Inc. (Bromenshenk, 
Henderson, Seccomb, Tarver and 
Debnam), has begun collecting samples 
and arranging for pathological and 
chemical analyses. Viruses, bacteria, and 
pesticides are among the possible causes 
being considered. A sub-lethal effect of 

chemicals, that may result in disorientation of the foraging worker bee and a resultant inability to find her way 
back to the colony, has been proposed. The National Honey Board and the Eastern Apicultural Society have 
made funds available for the conducting of initial research on CCD by the Working Group and other interested 

parties. 

MAAREC (Mid-Atlantic Apiculture Research and Extension Consortium), of which the Maryland State 
Beekeepersõ Association is a member, has been in the forefront with information for beekeepers, the press and 

the public. You may wish to visit the website: www.maarec.cas.psu.edu   

The American Beekeeping Federation is among those national beekeeping groups that are pursuing increased 
governmental funding for immediate and continued research into CCD and other causes of repeated losses of 

honey bees in the United States and Canada. 

Colony Crash Disorder 
By Barry Thompson 

GONE! JUST PLAIN GONE! NO BEES IN THE HIVE. NO 
QUEEN. NO SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF DEAD BEES ON 
THE GROUND AROUND THE COLONY. JUST GONE! ALL 

OF THEM GONE. IN MID-WINTER.   

 

Symptoms of CCD (provided by the CCD Working Group) 
 

In collapsed colonies 

Complete absence of adult bees, with little or no build-
up of dead bees in the colonies or in front of the 
colonies 

The presence of capped brood in colonies 

The presence of food stores, both honey and bee bread 
  1.   which is not immediately robbed by other bees 
                        2.   when attacked by hive pests (wax moth and small 
        hive beetle), the attack is noticeably delayed  
 

In cases where the colony appears to be actively collapsing 

An insufficient workforce to maintain the brood that is 
present 

The workforce seems to be made up of young adult 
bees 

The queen is present 

The cluster is reluctant to consume provided feed (sugar 
syrup and pollen supplement 

For more information about MAAREC see page 9. 

http://www.maarec.cas.psu.edu/


5 

Welcome to spring!  March is a busy month in the bee 
yard.  Paying attention to details this month will go a 

long way to keep you from being overwhelmed with 

work as the season progresses.   

Colonies should all be focused on brood rearing by 
now.  Consider that it takes about 3 weeks for an egg 
to develop into an adult bee, and an adult works as a 
hive bee for another 3 weeks before becoming a fora-
ger.  The winter bees are dying off now and eggs laid 
in late February and early this month are becoming the 
nurse bees that will tend the brood that will become the 
field force of May; ready to work the only heavy nec-
tar flow that we can expect in 

our area.   

With an increase in brood rear-
ing comes an increase in food 

consumption and the tempera-
ture in the nest must be main-
tained at about 95ºF (35ºC) for 
normal brood development.  
This means that close attention 
must be paid to insure the bees 
do not run out of food and 
starve, and that the hive is 
properly ventilated so that the 
increase in nest temperature 
does not cause moisture prob-
lems.  March is unpredictable 
weather wise.  A frigid night can 
follow a balmy day and wreak 

havoc in an improperly ventilated hive.  Remove mouse 
guards and open up entrances as the strength of the 
colony allows.  Clean off the bottom boards and prop 
the tele-cover up a bit.  When the weather stabilizes 

somewhat, open up the screened bottom boards.   

Donõt rely on simply hefting a hive to determine if there 
is enough honey left to support the bees.  Frames filled 
with last fallõs pollen are weighty, and while pollen is 
crucial to the hive, there are fresh sources available 
already and a minute at the hive entrance on a balmy 
day will confirm that the bees are busily loading up on 
it- no matter how much of the old stuff they have stored 
away.  Open the colonies and check that the bees have 
the food they need, within reach.  Take this opportunity 

to rotate the hive bodies if the bees have moved out of 
the lower box and make sure that the queen has room 
to lay as many eggs as she can all the while her 
daughters are working as hard as they can to fill cells 
with whatever they can forage.  Space is limited and 

colonies can quickly become congested, prompting them 
to begin preparations for swarming.  Cull old frames 
that are pollen bound, damaged or oddly drawn.  
Take care that you donõt split the brood nest up too 
much and risk losing brood to a chill.  You can quickly 
check to see if colonies are setting up to swarm by tilt-

ing up the boxes and looking at the bottoms of the 
frames.  Queen cups can be easy to miss though, and 
nothing can take the place of a thorough inspection, 

weather permitting. 

Colonies that were weak going into the fall, if they 
have even made it through the winter, are not going to 
be easy to manage now that itõs spring.  Weak colonies 
may not survive spring dwindling with enough bees to 
begin brood rearing.  Small colonies (fewer than 5 
frames of bees) that are free of disease and not rid-

dled with mites may be com-
bined with strong colonies with 
good queens.  Sick colonies 
should be quarantined or de-

stroyed in the interest of the 
health of the entire apiary.  A 
colony with no brood will not 
usually accept a new queen, so 
if you decide to try to nurse a 
failing colony by re-queening, 
you will need to add a frame of 
young larvae from a healthy 
colony.  It is crucial to determine 
what caused the colonyõs decline 
before making a decision about 
re-using or sharing equipment 

among hives in an apiary.   

It is a good idea to check mite 

load now on ALL colonies so you can make an informed 
decision about a spring mite treatments.  Keep a calen-
dar handy.  Read package directions carefully with an 
eye to how long you must wait before supering a 
treated colony.  This goes for anything you may use to 
treat your bees; including medications fed in sugar 
syrup, such as Fumagillin for Nosema, which has turned 
out to be a significant problem this spring.  In addition, 
if you have lost a colony that has had a problem with 
Nosema or dysentery, donõt feed hungry healthy bees 
frames of honey from the dead-out if you donõt plan on 

treating them with Fumagillin as well.   

March is also a good time to check over your equip-
ment for the coming bee season.  Queens for splits are 

usually available late this month, and it will be time to 
super mature colonies before you know it.  Place orders 
early so you have time to get your new equipment 
built, painted and ready before you need it in the bee 

yard. 

HIVEWORKS  March in the bee yard. 

By MaryEllen Kirkpatrick 
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By MaryEllen Kirkpatrick 

B E E  F O R A G E    S y m p l o c a r p u s  F o e t i d u s   E a s t e r n  S k u n k  C a b b a g e 

One of the very earliest blooming of all native North 
American wildflowers, Symplocarpus Foetidus is a late 
winter source of pollen for bees foraging on mild days.  This 
plant is common in wet woods and swampy areas 
throughout eastern North America; from southern Quebec to 
North Carolina, and its common name, Skunk Cabbage 
comes from the mildly putrid odor that the plant gives off 
when in bloom or when the leaves, stalks or roots are 
crushed or broken.  Skunk cabbage is not a cabbage 
relative at all, but in the Araceae family, along with 
Caladium and Anthurium lilies and the Titan Arum known as 
Big Stinky that caused such a stir with its reeking 4 foot 

bloom at the National Botanic Garden in 2005.   

Like many other plants in the Araceae family, Skunk 
Cabbage is a thermogenic, or heat producing plant.  Tiny 
creamy white petal-less flowers cover a spongy club 
shaped spike called a spadix, which is protected inside of a 
hood shaped spathe; a specialized leaf-like structure.  The 
spathe is wine red and green streaked in color.  As the 
spathe grows up out of the frozen ground, the spadix heats 
up using oxygen to fuel a process that breaks down 
starches stored in the plantõs roots.  The flowers can reach 
up to 96º F.  The heat functions to protect the spongy plant 
from freezing as well as acting to increase the dispersion of 
the plantõs odor as an aid to attract bees and other 
pollinators.  In addition to rewarding itõs pollinators with 
early pollen, the plant helps itõs pollinators maintain the 

body temperatures they require to fly.   

Skunk Cabbage blooms for 12 to 14 days, after which the 
spathe disintegrates and the plants leaves emerge in a 
rosette resembling cabbage or lettuce.  Leaves can grow as 
large as 3 feet long, and while some sources consider them 
òmarginally edibleó they contain calcium oxalate crystals 
that cause an intense burning sensation on the tongue and 

mouth.  Consequently, the plants are not often eaten.  
Eastern Skunk Cabbage is propagated only by seeds and 
an individual plant can live nearly 100 years.  Each year 
the plants grow more deeply into the ground, making old 

plants nearly impossible to dig out.   

In western North America, the plant commonly know as 
Skunk Cabbage is Lysichiton Americanus.  It is also in the 
Araceae family but in a different genus than the eastern 
variety.  The Western Skunk Cabbage is a highly valued 
garden plant for boggy and marshy areas.  Their spathes 
are vivid yellow, sometimes with purple streaks and they 
are born up on fleshy stalks, away from the mud out of 

which they grow.    
Symplocarpus Foetidus blooms 

Symplocarpus Foetidus leaf rosette.  Notice the remains of the spathe 
and spadix just to the left of the leaves. 

Lysichiton Americanus  Western Skunk Cabbage (internet photo) 


