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Upcoming Meetings and 

Events 

 
 

Join us for the monthly meet-

ing! 
February 14th  7:30 pm 
Brookside Nature Center 

1400 Glenallan Ave, Wheaton, MD 

 

MSBA Winter Meeting  

Saturday, February 17, 2007 

Howard County Fairground 

 

EAS 2007  

Short Courses and Conference 

August 6 ï 10, 2007 

University of Delaware 

Newark, Delaware 
 

 

Article Submissions 
Submissions for Honey Pot  due by  the 25th 

of each month. Send to: 

MaryEllenKirkpatrick@cox.net   

with HONEYPOT in the subject line. 

Or mail to: 

MCBA Newsletter 

10929 Beach Mill Road 

Great Falls, VA  22066 

Presidentôs Notes   by David Bernard 

 
Brrrrr! February has certainly brought the winter weather into the apiary!  My 

bees get a steady gale from the northwest beating against the hives and whip-

ping across the landing boards.  Winter winds are very stressful to the bees 

and every year I think this is the year Iôll do something about it.  Iôve alter-

nately tried planting bushes as a windbreak, angling the hives differently, and 

removing some trees and brush to get more sunlight on the hives.  Iôve been 

left with the feeling that moving my hives to a winter yard with good south-

ern exposure and strong northwesterly wind breaks might be the best answer.  

However, this year my hives seem fairly strong with populous winter clusters 

albeit a little light on stores for my liking.  I hope that your bees are at least as 

snug if not more so than mine.  Take a careful look at MaryEllenôs Hive-

works for good advice for the coming month and read Woodyôs NewBees 

column to get the big picture on early spring management. 

This monthôs meeting is designed to be fun, informative, and instructional 

with honey tasting, products to see and sample, and a friendly group with 

which to share it all. If you were at last monthôs meeting and made a jar of 

creamed honey, be sure to bring your ñhoneyò to this monthôs Valentineôs 

Day meeting for that special present you made.  Iôll have the jars for you to 

take home with you.    

Iôd like to draw your attention to a few items inside the newsletter. First, the 

upcoming MSBA meeting will be a phenomenal treat with three fabulous 

speakers, Drs. Dewey Caron, Jim Tew, and Larry Connor.  I strongly urge all 

of you to attend!!!  Second, Master Beekeeper Ernie Miner is closing his 

Ernieôs Apiaries bee supply business and is having a grand Going Out of 

Business sale on Feb 24th.  Next, the MCBA short course starts Thursday 

March 1st, so encourage all of those folks interested in your hobby to attend.  

Registration forms can be found on our website, 

www.montgomerycountybeekeepers.com.  Lastly, as you plan your summer 

activities, consider attending some or all of the EAS conference being held in 

Delaware this year. I highly recommend it. 

Finally, the Bylaws Committee, which I appointed to develop bylaws and 

organizational structure for MCBA, is nearing completion of its tasks; a final 

report is to be submitted within days.  At last monthôs meeting, I appointed 

Jim Fraser, Mary Fendrick and Roland Steiner as acting Vice President, Sec-

retary, and Treasurer, respectively, until we have formal elections.  In addi-

tion, MaryEllen Kirkpatrick has agreed to formally taking over the role as 

newsletter editor.  I sincerely appreciate the willingness of these volunteers to 

help this organization! Please join me in thanking and supporting them all. 

mailto:Amazing.bee@verizon.net
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Maryland State BeekeepersôAssociation   

Winter Meeting Saturday February 17th  9:30 AM  Howard County Fairgrounds 

 
MSBA is looking forward to seeing you at the February 2007 meeting.  We have an outstanding lineup 

of speakers for this meeting at the Howard County Fairgrounds.  Please see our website for directions 

to the fairgrounds.  http://iaa.umd.edu/mdbee/main/home.html .No lunch service will be provided so 

attendees should plan to bring their own lunch or plan on going to one of the nearby fast food establish-

ments.  Meeting agenda follows:   

 9:30  Opening and Welcome 

 9:45 Maryland. Apiary Inspectorôs Report  Jerry Fischer 

 10:15 Dr Larry Connor :  Queen Quality:  Food, sex, drugs and the prolific queen! 

 11:15 Business Meeting, motion to amend MSBA constitution 

 11:45 Lunch 

 1:00 Dr. Jim Tew:  Preparing For Spring:  Give your bees their marching orders. 

 2:00 Dr Dewey Caron:  Beekeeping Today:  How we got to where we are now!   

 3:00 Dr Larry Connor :  Backyard Queen Management:  Productive queen pampering. 

4:00 Ask the Experts Panel Discussion with Larry Connor , Dewey Caron and Jim Tew. 

 4:45 Meeting adjourns 

In the event of a major winter storm, tune in to WBAL (1090AM) or WTOP (1500AM) for announce-

ments.  If a snow emergency plan is in effect in Howard County, then the meeting is cancelled.   

 

 

 

BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES LIQUIDATION SALE SATURDAY FEBRUARY 24 TH  
 

ERNIEôS APIARIES IN WALKERSVILLE MARYLAND IS GOING OUT OF BUSINESS.   
Liquidation of inventory is ongoing, with final sale to be held on Feb 24th beginning at 10am.  Equip-

ment to be sold includes virtually all kinds of woodenware and other beekeeping gear.   Cash and carry 

only.  Address of sale is at 9933 Kelly Road, Walkersville, MD.  For inquiries call Dave Miner at 301-

606-4745, or send email to BeesKnees_AH@xemaps.com  If you are looking for large or specialty 

items, please call ahead and donôt risk disappointment by waiting for the final sale.   
 

 

 

February 14th MCBA Monthly Meeting: 7:30 PM Brookside Nature Center 

Varietal Honey Tasting and MCBA Open House 
 

Join us on St. Valentines Day for a varietal honey tasting, Open House and social event.  Welcome the incom-

ing Short Course students and show off your own honey, hive products and bee crafts.  Tables will be set up 

for displaying the many facets of our shared hobby.  Bring what you have and see what new ideas our other 

members can inspire in you!  In addition Toni Burnham  will give us a short talk on varietal honeys and their 

production with many samples to compare!  Bill and Nancy Troup will be there ready to take orders for the 

supplies you may need for the coming bee season and Steve McDaniel will be there too with his beautiful 

photographs. 

Upcoming Events   Mark your calendar 

http://iaa.umd.edu/mdbee/main/home.html
mailto:BeesKnees_AH@xemaps.com
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EAS 2007  Conference Aug 8-10 
Beekeeping Short Course Aug 6 -8

th
 

 
University of Delaware, Clayton Conference Center, Laird Campus, Newark, DE  

 

The annual EAS Conference features three full days of top -notch bee scientists, Master Beekeepers, apicul-
tural specialists and practitioners. Everything from starting to advanced beekeeping.  Morning lecture 

sessions with afternoon hands -on workshops including an on -site apiary.  

 
In addition to the conference there are Short Courses!    Hobbyist and two Sideliner courses offered       fea-
turing the best instructors and Master Beekeepers.  Practical apiary practice in U of Delaware apiary.  

Interactive instruction with hands -on opportunities right in our back yard!  
See EAS website www.easternapiculture.org for more information  

MCBA NOTICES and MARKETPLACE 
 

Membership Directory   
The Member Directory is available to be picked up at monthly MCBA meetings.  The majority of members re-

quested that the directory not be distributed electronically nor posted on the MCBA website, so this request will be 

honored.  If a member would like to make a mailing that is of interest to the membership of the MCBA (such as 

members who sell nucs and queens), they may request mailing labels for members who have chosen to be included 

in the directory.  If a member does not wish to receive these mailings, please email Mary Fendrick at 

mary@fendrick.com with that request 
 

 

MCBA BULLETIN BOARD AND WEBSITE :  Are you on the MCBA email list?  Our associationôs bulletin 

board is a great place to post your bee questions and share you experiences  If you are not yet signed up for the 

list, email Beemoderator@gmail.com to be included.  The email list includes announcements of events and oppor-

tunities, discussions of the local beekeeping situation, and questions and answers about beekeeping from our local 

beekeepers   Remember to visit our website www.montgomerycountybeekeepers.com.  If you have any ideas 

about the Website, please contact Woody Medina at wmedina@pragmatiq.com 

 PACKAGE BEES AND NUCS FOR SALE:  Jim Fraser, Highland Honey & Apiaries, Co. is offering for 

sale 40 3# Packages of Italian Bees w/Queen for $65 and Nucleus Hives for the coming season for $85. The 

current plan is to have packages available on April 1, 2007 for pick up in Damascus, MD.  Nucleus hives will 

be available for pick up April 20, 2007 to May 5, 2007.All orders with deposits must be received by March 

14th, 2007.  Contact Jim Fraser for more information  (301) 253-8941(home) or (301) 518-9678 

 

Honeyfield Apiary  òNUCS-TO-GOó taking orders now. 

 

Complete òNuc-To-Goó, 4 frames with new, laying, marked queen, packaged in a one-way nuc box:  $82.One trip 

to pick up and no frame exchange or return of equipment!  Specify deep or medium frames when ordering. Call or 

e-mail orders now for the 2007 season. $45 deposit required within 10 days of placing order.  

BILL and NANCY TROUP, Certified Master Beekeepers.  (301) 223 -9662  BEESTROUP@RCN.COM 

We carry a full inventory of equipment for all your beekeeping needs.  

http://www.easternapiculture.org/
mailto:mary@fendrick.com
http://www.montgomerycountybeekeepers.com/
mailto:wmedina@pragmatiq.com
mailto:BEESTROUP@RCN.COM
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Free State Bees  Packages Available 
Package bees are available in early April from Free State Bees in Waldorf, MD.  A 3-lb package with an Italian 

queen is $61 and a 3-lb package with a Russian queen is $64.  We also stock beekeeping equipment and       

supplies for beginners and experienced beekeepers. We still have local and sourwood honey for sale, too. 

Contact Dave or Laura Polk at 301-580-9313. During March and April, the store will be open from 9am to 2pm 

on Saturdays (Mar 17, 24, 31, and Apr 7 and 14). We're also available at other times by appointment. 

   Ʒ  UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE ON -LINE BEEKEEPING COURSE ƹ  

Have you ever wanted to take a college-level course in beekeeping? The University of Delawareôs popular 

course, Apiology and Apiculture, , taught by entomology professor Dr. Dewey M. Caron is now offered 

online through UD Online, the University of Delaware's Distance Learning program.  Apiology and Apiculture 

aka Bees and Beekeeping is an introductory-level college course covering basic bee biology with an emphasis 

on bee colony management.  This scientific approach to studying the life of honey bees includes bee biology, 

anatomy, physiology, behavior, bee botany, and communication.  The course additionally covers an 

introduction to beekeeping, including techniques for practical bee care, bee culture/stewardship, and managing 

honey bees for honey/products and/or crop pollination services.  To participate in the course, you will need a 

computer with e-mail, an Internet connection, and the required textbook, Honey Bee Biology and Beekeeping, 

and of course your interest and enthusiasm.  You can progress through the course at your own pace, viewing 

lectures via the Web and following course activities outlined in the syllabus. Access to a bee colony is 

recommended, but not required.  

Tuition for the noncredit option is $295 per person, and enrollment is available at anytime beginning January 3, 

2007. Upon successful completion of the course, you will receive an official University of Delaware Certificate 

of Completion. For either option, enrolled students can purchase the required textbook online from the 

instructor or from Bee Supply dealers.  For additional information or for instructions on how to enroll, please 

contact Melanie Rehberg, UD Online Program Manager, at (302) 831-1079, (1-800) 597-1444 (press 5 and ask 

for Melanie), or MelanieR@udel.edu. Contact Dr Caron at dmcaron@udel.edu.  

This monthôs honey recipe submitted by Toni Burnham 

HONEY- PECAN ñCRACKERJACKò 
This is easy, though a bit messy, and is appropriate to make with kids. The classic version is made with peanuts -- which 
you can do, too -- but this one uses pecans to avoid some allergies and make a richer taste.  

Ingredients: 
 

One air-popper batch of popcorn (what you would get if start-
ing with about 1/3-1/2 cup of unpopped corn) 
1/2 cup of butter 
1 cup of honey 
1 cup broken pecan pieces 
 

Directions: 

Preheat your oven to 350 degrees F. 

Melt butter and honey together in a heavy saucepan (you 
want slow, even heat). Get it really warm, but don't boil it, 
and stir it well. 

Take a cookie sheet (the kind with raised edges is best -- 
and if you have those silicone sheets, this is a good place to 

use them) and pour the popped corn onto it, covering the 
sheet.  Sprinkle with nut pieces, and pour the butter/honey 
mixture as evenly as possible over everything. 

Mix the whole shebang together with a non-metal spoon until 
everything is coated (yes, this is the messy part). 

Place the sheet in the oven, and bake for 10 to 15 minutes.  
Ovens vary, so keep an eye out to see that the honey-butter 
coating starts bubbling, but does not burn. 

When done, take the sheet out of the oven, allow to cool, 
and store the "crackerjack" in Ziploc bags (to keep things 
crisp) or eat it all up! 

If you wish, you can cut the amount of honey in half, but 
where's the fun in that? 

mailto:MelanieR@udel.edu
mailto:dmcaron@udel.edu
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February in the bee yard.   
by MaryEllen Kirkpatrick 

 

We began the winter with unseasonably mild temperatures.  Now 

we are in February and the temperatures are colder than average.  

Typically in our area, February brings daytime highs in the mid to 

upper 40s and lows in the mid to upper 20s.  The old New England 

adage- ñIf you donôt like the weather, just wait a minute.ò seems 

applicable to entire country of late. 

The warmer weather brought on some early bloom.  Bees had 

pollen from some of the maple species, winter cress, speedwell, 

chickweed and henbit that opened up last month.  There were even 

a few dandelions shining out in the sunnier spots.  The gradual 

lengthening of days along with the influx of fresh pollen has pretty 

well guaranteed that there is brood rearing going on in healthy colonies.  Brood rearing requires a higher 

temperature on the combs than just clustering.  All this means an increased need for fuel.  Even if the weather 

warms up enough for foraging activities, early spring nectar is sparse and weak.  Beekeepers this year will more 

likely be feeding their bees just to keep them from starvation than to provide their colonies with encouragement 

to jump start brood rearing. 

Take every opportunity you have this month to monitor your beesô pantry.  As a rule, you should avoid opening a 

hive when the ambient temperature drops below 50, but cold weather is no excuse for letting your bees starve.  If 

the colony is in need of food, pop the top and the inner cover, feed them and get out.  Fondant patties are ideal 

for this type of situation, but just plain granulated sugar on the top bars will work just as well in a pinch.  You 

need only keep the hive open for a minute. 

If the weather permits a more in depth inspection, you may move frames, but be careful about moving frames of 

honey from dead-outs to healthy colonies.  Make sure you know what killed the bees before you risk spreading 

diseases throughout your apiary.  Seal up any dead colonies to keep healthy bees from robbing them out until you 

can determine the cause of their death.  Whenever you open a hive at this time of year, or any other, be prepared 

for what you might find so you can minimize your intrusion.  Have food on hand and ready should you need it 

and a box of comb if you have it, in case the colony has taken off and is in dire need of space.  With the weather 

so unpredictable, it is risky to start rotating boxes unless it is warm enough for a very thorough inspection to 

insure that you donôt split the brood nest. 

Even in the coldest weather, take a minute to help out with housekeeping and clear the hive entrances of debris 

and dead bees.  Examine the dead bees you find for deformed wings.  Keep in mind that the usual winter break in 

the brood cycle may not have lasted long enough to knock back mite populations, and colonies might be carrying 

a higher than average mite load for this time of year, as well as the viruses that accompany the mites.  If you have 

a screened bottom board, pull out the insert, clean it off and put it back in for an early mite drop count.  Be 

prepared for bad news by researching emergency spring mite treatments 

You should also look for signs that the colony is not ventilated properly.  Look for water pooling on the bottom 

board or condensing on the telescoping cover above the inner cover.  Prop the tele- cover up a bit to increase 

ventilation if necessary.  Make sure the mouse guard is in place securely in the front.  Waste material on the 

landing board and the front of the hive indicates stress in the hive and perhaps nosema.  This winter there have 

been many opportunities for cleansing flights.  Hopefully this will have minimized the incidence of this common 

springtime malady. 
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If you made it to the Novermber meeting, you may 

recall the sprig of flowers that David Bernard brought 

in for identification.  He reported that the shrub he 

clipped it from was getting an enormous amount of 

bee attention.  It had very pale pinkish white tubular 

flowers with a sweet fragrance.  Members at the 

meeting identified the plant as Glossy Abeila. 

 

 
Abelia x grandiflora 

 

Abelia x grandiflora; known as Glossy or Smooth 

Abelia is a hybrid of two Chinese shrubs.  It has dark 

green foliage and a very compact growth habit 

making it a favorite hedge plant in some older 

gardens.  It can also be trimmed into mounds or 

topiaries in more formal garden settings.  Left to 

itself, Abelia grandiflora can grow from 3 to 6 feet 

high with arching branches.  Blooms appear in May 

and then continue thoughout the summer until the 

first frost.  Blooms are most dense on new wood.  

These fragrant blooms will attract all sorts of 

pollinators- wasps, butterflies and hummingbirds in 

addition to many species of bees. 

 

From a gardenerôs perspective, Glossy Abelia is a 

very easy plant to love.  It transplants well and can be 

propagated by cuttings.  It thrives in full sun but can 

tolerate partial shade.  Soil should be acidic to neutral 

and well drained, but not dry.  The shrub is 

considered semi-evergreen in our area (hardiness 

zone 6) with dark green leaves in the summer 

changing to bronze in winter when the weather is not 

too severe.  Abelia x grandiflora is hardy to zone 5, 

but in the colder areas the plant will drop its leaves 

and the shrub may die back to ground level.  It is a 

fast growing plant however and it will re-grow to 

bloom the next year. 

 

In spite of all the positive qualities of this shrub, it is 

considered out of date in the plant industry and can 

be very difficult to find in garden centers.  Abelia 

ñEdward Goucherò  is a hybrid cultivar with larger 

and more deeply colored flowers that has become 

more popular in recent years and often is easier to 

find than Abelia x grandiflora.  It has slightly larger 

and somewhat bumpy and crinkled leaves, and the 

shrub itself is somewhat less cold hardy and has a 

looser growth habit than old fashioned Glossy Abelia.  

Nevertheless, when it blooms, it will please the bees. 
 

 
Abelia ñEdward Goucherò 

Bee Forage  Abelia x grandiflora,  Glossy Abelia 
by MaryEllen Kirkpatrick 
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NEWBEES:  Year One  February 2007  by Woody Medina 

 

To maximize my honey yields I need two things to occur.  First, Mother Nature needs to be kind and provide 

an abundance of nectar for my bees to collect.  Second, I need to maximize the population of bees that are old 

enough to forage in order to take advantage of the abundance of nectar.  Unfortunately, I have no control over 

Mother Nature.  Instead, I focus my efforts to maximizing my bee populations. 

What will it take to have a large enough population of bees to take advantage of the nectar flow?  There are 

several factors including the hint of the upcoming spring, the race of the bees, the age and quality of the queen, 

the current population of the hive, the amount of current food on hand, and, of course, timing. 

HINT OF SPRING 

There is evidence that brood rearing begins with the increase in the amount of sugar being fed to the queen, 

causing the queen to begin to lay more eggs.  In nature, this increase in sugar is accomplished in early spring 

as the flowers of plants slowly wake up from winter and start secreting nectar.  As a beekeeper, we can provide 

an artificial slow nectar flow by feeding a trickle of watered down sugar water to our bees.   This is 

accomplished by feeding 1:1 sugar syrup (one part sugar to one part water) to the bees.  Some beekeepers have 

used a 1:2 sugar mix (one part sugar to two parts water). 

Your choice of feeder is important if you want to simulate this slow nectar flow.  The object is to allow the 

sugar syrup to be consumed very slowly.  This slow rate of consumption will simulate a weak nectar flow, 

indicating to the bees that spring is right around the corner.  They will then increase the sugar content of the 

food that they are feeding the queen, which will kickoff a chain reaction and the hive will start brood rearing.  

A hive top or division board feeder wonôt work for this because they allow the bees to consume the sugar 

syrup too quickly.   The object is to simulate a trickle not a full blown nectar flow.  The only feeder that I am 

aware of that will allow us to control the amount of the sugar syrup that the bees are consuming is the jar type 

feeder (or pail feeder).  These feeders consist of an inverted jar that has holes poked in the lid.  For this to 

work, you should only have 3 or 4 holes poked into the lid of the jar.   

RACE OF BEES 

You can obtain or breed bees that are hygienic or are gentle or are resistant to certain types of diseases.  Just as 

you can breed bees that exhibit these traits, you can also breed bees that build up in the spring quicker.  

Carniolan bees are an example.  Carniolan bees start spring preparations earlier than other races of bees.  This 

trait is ideal for the conditions we have in Maryland, where we have an early nectar flow. 

Before you run out and order a package of Carniolan bees, you should be aware of the challenges of using 

Carniolan bees.  Because of their early spring buildup, they have a higher likelihood of swarming.  Because of 

this, I recommend that beginner beekeepers stay away from Carniolan bees until they gain sufficient 

experience to recognize the conditions of swarming and are confident in swarming techniques. 

QUALITY OF THE QUEEN 

It should be obvious that in order to maximize your bee populations, you will need a queen that is physically 

up to the task.  Research has shown that young queens lay eggs at a more productive rate than older queens.   

In addition to her egg laying productivity, a younger queen has more queen substance and as a result, hives 

headed with a young queen tend to swarm less than hives headed by older queens.  With all these benefits of 

younger queens, itôs a good thing you requeened your hives last fall, right?  

SIZE OF EXISTING POPULATION 

In the cold winter months, the bees cluster together to keep warm.  The size of the cluster is affected by several 

things including the outside temperature, the presence of brood and the existing population of bees in the hive.   
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Of these factors, the only one we can have a bearing on is the population of the hive.  We must try to maximize 

the population of bees that are present in the hive at the time that brood rearing is begun.   

 

The cluster size shrinks as the weather gets colder.  As the 

cluster size gets smaller, the brood that was on the outer edge 

of the cluster will become chilled and die.  In addition, the 

smaller cluster size reduces the amount of space for the queen 

to lay eggs.   If the population of the hive is larger, the cluster 

size will be larger.  The amount of chilled brood will be re-

duced and the amount of space for the queen to use will be 

larger. 

AMOUNT OF CURRENT STORES 

When the bees are clustering they consume a lot of honey.  

When no brood is present, the temperature of the cluster can 

be maintained at lower temperatures, but when brood is pre-

sent the bees elevate the temperature to 93°F.  Doing so forces 

them to consume honey rapidly, and honey stores can quickly 

become depleted.  If the honey stores are used up, the bees 

will begin to starve.  Starvation has a grim effect on the bees.  

As the situation starts to get drastic, the bees resort to drastic 

measures.  In an attempt to save the colony, the bees begin to 

suck the body fluids of the brood, killing the brood.  

  

The presence of pollen is another important food source for 

increasing hive populations.  The presence of eggs laid by the 

queen stimulates nurse bees to consume pollen, which stimulates glands in their head to produce royal jelly.  

The royal jelly is fed to larva that is under four days old.  If the larva is a queen larva, the royal jelly is continu-

ally fed to the larva until the cell is capped.  If the larva is a worker or a drone larva, then the larvaôs diet is 

changed to a mixture of honey, nectar and pollen called ñbee breadò.  Without pollen, the nurse bees can not 

produce royal jelly to feed the larva.  Therefore, pollen is a crucial element to consider when increasing hive 

populations. 

TIMING IS EVERYTHING 

The honey that is harvested in central Maryland primarily comes from two sources ï the blossoms of the Tulip 

Poplar tree and the blossoms of the Black Locust tree.   These trees bloom approximately at the same time here 

in central Maryland.  That time is early to mid May (at least in my neighborhood ï it might be different in 

yours).  Given that these trees bloom around the first week in May, I do everything I can to make sure that the 

population of bees reaches a peak the last week in April, just in time for the beginning of the nectar flow.    In 

order to do that, I begin my preparations in early February.   

There are 21 days from the day the queen lays an egg until the day the bee emerges from a cell.  This time is 

called the ñgestation periodò.  After she emerges, the young bee will generally stay in the hive as a house bee 

for the first three weeks of her life doing house chores (feeding larva, cleaning cells, etc).  After this three 

week period, the bee becomes a forager.  That means that there is 42 days between the day the egg was laid 

and the day the bee goes off the be a forager (21 days of gestation and 21 days for the bee to go from being a 

house bee  

  

LATE WINTER/ EARLY SPRING THINGS TO 

DO 

Begin stimulation feeding in early February using a 

1:1 or 1:2 sugar-water mix.  Feed the sugar syrup 

in jar type feeders with only a few holes poked in 

the lid 

Choose a race of bees that build up early in the spring 

like Carniolan bees (not for the beginner bee-

keeper) 

Continue to make sure the bees have ample supplies 

of honey and pollen.  Bees consume a lot of 

honey in the spring during brood rearing and the 

risk of starvation is great.  We are in a pollen 

rich area, so you may not need to feed a pollen 

supplement, but be ready just in case. 

Requeen your hives (in the fall) to make sure you 

have a young queen in the spring. 

Watch out for swarming in March and April!  Re-

verse if necessary.  Equalize populations of your 

hives by robbing brood (and bees attached) from 

overly strong hives and giving it to weaker hives. 
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to a forager).  If we want a maximum number of foragers on April 23rd (the last week of April), the eggs for 

those bees need to be laid on March 12th, which is 42 days before April 23rd. 

We can now see that for us to reach our goal of maximizing our forager bees on April 23rd we will really need 

to have the queen laying eggs at an awesome rate on March 12th.   To have the queen lay the maximum num-

ber of eggs on March 12th, we will need a population large enough to keep the brood area warm in the cluster.  

To do this, I try my best to minimize the bees that die during the winter, and I stimulate the queen to start lay-

ing eggs by feeding a 1:1 or a 1:2 sugar syrup mixture starting February 1st in a jar (or pail) type feeder with 

only a few holes poked in the lid.  The eggs that are laid on February 1st will emerge from the cell around 

February 22nd.  These bees are added to the population and will be able to assist in expanding the cluster size.  

This will give 18 days where the emerging bees are added to the population before the golden March 12th 

date. 

BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU WISH FOR 

This month I have described activities to do in late winter and early spring to stimulate brood rearing.  With 

all this stimulation for brood rearing, there is an increased risk of swarming.  Next month I will describe the 

things to look for and the things to do to minimize swarming in your hives. 

Happy St. Valentines Day 

 
 

Cherub With A Beehive.  Sculpture from the Zwinger Palace in Dresden, Germany 



Montgomery County Beekeepers Association 
www.montgomerycountybeekeepers.com 

C/O David Bernard 

26626 Howard Chapel Drive 

Damascus, MD 20872 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dues: Annual dues of $15 payable to ñMCBAò are collected in January of each calendar year.  Dues entitle  

members to monthly editions of the Honey Pot newsletter, monthly educational meetings, and inclusion in 

special events, such as field trips, live bee sessions, honey sales opportunities and more.  

 

2007 Montgomery County Beekeepers Association 

Dues and Contact Information Update 
Member Information: 

 

Name:  _________________________________     ___   _____________________________ 

 First Last 

Address: ___________________________________ 

 Street  

 _________________________   _______  ____________ 

 City/Town State  Zip Code 

 

E-mail:  _____________________________________ 

 

Phone #:  (______) ______-__________ or (______) ______-__________ 

 

Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically?  Yes: _____  No: ______ 

 

$15 annual dues for 2006, payable to MCBA, should be mailed to: 

MCBA Treasurer 

3803 Folly Quarter Road 

         Ellicott City, MD  21042 


